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Trail Dust… 
“Your Voice in the Industry”                                        

Cattle Producers of Washington               April  2011               Volume 8 Issue  4 

DEADLINE FOR MAY  TRAIL DUST ARTICLES 
WILL BE APRIL 25th,  2011 

 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  
Heather Hansen, Consultant 

 
 

The hearing phase of the legislative session is over.  From this point on, the legislature will 
spend most of their time on the floor. 
 
1922 – Titled: Requiring certain vehicles to stop at a port of entry upon entering the state, 
passed out of the Senate Transportation Committee yesterday and is now in Rules; it should 
be on the Senate floor within the next two weeks. 
 
The act requires commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 40,000 pounds 
or more that are transporting cattle to stop at a port of entry.  Cattle being moved under a 
pasture permit or consigned to a public auction or sales yard are exempt.  The bill applied 
only to Spokane and Pend Oreille counties.  Trucks caught violating the act will be fined 
$1000.  The Washington State Patrol will provide a one-time written notification of the new 
requirement to known cattle haulers who have previously entered the state through Spokane 
or Pend Oreille counties.  
 
SB 5356 – Hunting Cougars with Dogs is having trouble in the House.  Many Democrats 
don’t want it to come up for a vote on the House floor.  Animal rights activists have been 
working hard against it.  Urban legislators need to hear how important this bill is to you. 
 
The debate about Animal Disease Traceability continues.  If agreement can be reached, 
language creating a new program will be amended onto SB 5631.  At this point, agreement 
appears uncertain.  
 
The House plans to release their budget on Wednesday.  Rumor has it that general fund 
appropriations to all of the natural resource agencies will be cut.  WSDA uses general fund 
money for the animal health program, pesticide investigations, food safety, marketing and 
more.  We also expect to see WSU research and extension programs get a significant cut.  
This will be round one of the budget, it will be amended in the House, then the Senate will 
come out with their version. 
 
Funding for fairs is also in jeopardy.  While there is strong support for fairs from some 
legislators, others have publicly opposed all funding for fairs 



Trail Dust is published the first Monday of each month, and is the trade journal of 
Cattle Producers of Washington. To advertise in this targeted publication call 509-
659-1909. Rates are: Full page $80, half page $50, quarter page $30, business card 
$10 each by the issue. If advertising for full year, cost is 10% less. 
 

Official CPoW Mailing Address & Phone #: 
Cattle Producers of Washington, PO Box 2436, Moses Lake, WA  98837 

509/347-6655    cpow@localnet.com    cattleproducersofwa.org 
 

Newsletter: 
Ginger Schoesler, 1588 E Rosenoff Rd, Ritzville, WA  99169 

509/659-1909    gingerj@ritzcom.net   Fax: 509/659-4545 

Cattle Producers of Washington 
Monthly General Meeting 

 
Wednesday, April 13th 

5:30—7:00 p.m./ No host dinner 
(3 meats w/ trimmings $15.99) 

7:00 p.m./ Meeting 
 

Longhorn BBQ in Airway Heights 
7611 W. Sunset Hwy 2, Spokane 

2011 ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS: 
 

PLATINUM 
Range Magazine 

 
GOLD 
Alltech 

SHB Angus 
Steven’s County Cattlemen Association 

Sunny Okanogan Angus Ranch 
 

SILVER 
Big R of Yakima & Wenatchee 

Dave Smith Motors 
Elenbaas Co., Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lautenschlager & Sons 
Registered 1-A & Commercial 

 
 

RED ANGUS CATTLE 
Carl, Jodi & Scott Lautenschlager 

1251 Cutler-Lautenschlager Rd �� Endicott WA 99125 
509-657-3301 �  carljodi@hotmail.com 

SINCE 1943 
DIAMOND M RANCH 

SELLING 1500 HEREFORDS ANNUALLY 
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The McIrvins 
Laurier, WA  99146 
509/684-4380 

    Winter Headquarters: 
646 Lake Road 

Burbank, WA  99323 
509/545-5676 



 
 Ritzville Angus 
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Schafer Livestock Company 
Buyers of all classes of livestock every Tuesday 
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Licensed & Bonded—Moses Lake 

Office: 509-765-9787 �  Cell: 509-750-1326 �  Home: 509-349-8042 

 

South Devon Breeding will put $$ in your pocket 
Lee & Connie Engelhardt 

8354 Rd 16 NE, Moses Lake  WA  98837 
x-esouthdevon@gcpower.net Phone 509-766-0161 

South Devon Red Cattle 
Registered & Commercial 

 

 

Bob Schoessler and Family 
 

Mike Forman 509-968-4800 
Robb Forman 509-201-0775 
Ellensburg, WA  

www.trinityfarms.info 

Generations of Excellence Sale 
1st Saturday in March 

Angus, SimAngus & Simmental Cattle 

PO Box 154 
1601 N Bauman Rd 
Ritzville  WA  99169 

509-659-1057 
schoess@centurytel.net 

www.ritzvilleangusranch.com 

TRINITY FARMS 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Greg & Jennifer Rathbun 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
Market Driven • Performance Tested • Range Proven 

 
 
 

Cell (509) 539-0538 • Home (509) 762-3930 
Office (509) 762-5499 • Fax (509) 762-5488 
11990 Rd H NE • Moses Lake  WA  98837 

www.rathbunangus.com 

- 

 

 
 DIRECTOR NOTES… 

 Thoughts this month are  from  
Scott Nielsen 

Director, District 4 

  
 When I was in my early twenties I was working for a large logging company 
in Colville, Washington being mentored by Delbert Sparks, a fellow who knew his 
way around the woods and had an uncommon amount of common sense. One muddy 
spring morning while in the crew cab on our way to work I told Delbert I was sure it 
was going to quit raining soon. He looked at me and asked, “Boy, how long have you 
lived around here”?  My answer was, “Darn near twenty years”. Delbert informed me 
the only people here who try to predict the weather are fools and newcomers and I was 
no newcomer. That was over twenty years ago and it is raining as I write this.  
 This is my first directors note in the Trail Dust and I would like to take this 
opportunity to say how proud I am to be involved with this association and the good 
work being accomplished for the cattle producers in Washington State. We are an as-
sociation that is making a difference because of the passionate commitment of our 
members.  
 Our last monthly meeting was held in sunny Okanogan. Congratulations to 
the Vejraska family for 50 years of successful sales of real nice Angus bulls. At the 
meeting we discussed the animal disease traceability program that some are attempt-
ing to implement in our state. There is no better example of the importance of CPoW 
than the work being accomplished on animal disease traceability in our state. If we 
were not involved in this process I am convinced that you, the Washington State pro-
ducer, would be paying more than your share of the bill. The traceability program ap-
pears to be necessary because of the health risks to our herds from cattle being import-
ed into our state. These are the same imported cattle other interests in our state would 
like to see given a reduced rate or be exempt from paying completely.  
 It is April now and here in the mountains of northeast Washington our snow 
finally melted and bare ground has been showing for almost two weeks. We are al-
most done calving,  grass is starting to grow and prices at the sale barn are good. The 
only way it could be better is if it would quit raining. The good news is the fool on the 
local television station said it would stop raining soon!   
 

REMINDER!! 
CPoW memberships were due January 1st 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Well, it is just about spring here in the Okanogan.  We have had the most 
moisture in March that I’ve seen for a long time.  I would like to thank everyone that 
came for our bull sale and judging contest.  We had right at 100 kids take part from all 
over the state of Washington.  I know JR Ranch also had a good turn out.  It looks like 
these judging contests are a very worthwhile event. 
 The big news for CPoW is that our slaughter facility is officially on the fast 
track.  The CERB board voted to give $1.2 million to build the facility.  Now it is up to 
us to generate $400,000 worth of investor money to keep the project moving forward.  
I’d like to thank all the people involved with this project, especially Sue Lani Madsen.  
She put together a presentation that really got the attention of the folks in Olympia. 
 The legislature is on the home stretch so now we will see how they plan to 
balance a $6.2 billion shortfall.  Let’s hope they don’t try to use agriculture as the fall 
guy in balancing the state budget. 
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Your Voice in the Industry 
Russ Emtman 

President 
509/993-2672 

 

 
  

 

For Sale: 
Black Angus Bulls  

Ritzville Angus Ranch—Bob Schoessler  
509-659-1057/509-660-3117 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

April 7th—Lautenschlager Red Angus 
Midland Bull Test; Columbus MT 

 
April 13th—CPoW General Meeting 

Longhorn BBQ, Airway Heights 
5:30 Dinner/7:00 Meeting 
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Northwest Commodities  
Jason W. Ludeman 

Broker & Agent 
Cell:  (509) 863-7727 

jason.ludeman@gmail.com 
Spokane, WA 

Livestock & Feed 
Price Risk Protection 

ANALYSIS-STRATEGY-RESULTS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foreign Animal Disease drill focused on Foot and Mouth Disease 
 WSDA’s Animal Services Division has been closely monitoring the situation 
in South Korea, North Korea, and now Vietnam with regard to Foot and Mouth Dis-
ease (FMD). In response to our concerns, Governor Christine Gregoire directed the 
formation of a task force of selected departments to comprise a Foreign Animal Dis-
ease (FAD) Preparation Subcabinet.  The FAD Subcabinet and its working groups 
collaborated to develop and enhance Washington’s capability to protect essential pub-
lic functions and services, mitigate the impact of damages, and respond to citizens of 
our state in the event of a catastrophic Foreign Animal Disease emergency.  
 On March 3rd, WSDA’s Homeland Security Program and Animal Services 
Division staff organized a “tabletop exercise” to review plans, examine policies, and 
identify issues within the FAD response plan.  The purpose was to test the practicali-
ty of planning efforts which will coordinate state agencies, federal agencies and lo-
cal jurisdictions. This event was an opportunity to discuss decision making efforts in 
response to an FAD event and identify gaps in the process for providing essential 
state services during and after a disaster. The exercise emphasized state decision-
making and policies and was limited to statewide activities and the policies that sup-
port those activities.  
Veterinary Medical Loan Replacement Program  
 Animal Services Division staff has been working to complete the infor-
mation necessary for the Veterinary Medical Loan Replacement Program (VMLRP). 
The VMLRP will pay up to $25,000 each year towards qualified educational loans 
of eligible veterinarians who agree to serve in a designated veterinarian shortage 
situations for a period of three years. A significant amount of research is required to 
complete the application.  Six VMLRP packages were completed for the following 
areas: one veterinarian to serve Benton and Franklin county, one veterinarian to 
serve Ferry, Pend Oreille and Stevens counties, one veterinarian to serve Jefferson, 
Kitsap and Mason counties, one veterinarian to serve Okanogan, Chelan and Doug-
las counties, one veterinarian to serve Snohomish County and one regulatory veteri-
narian to serve South Central Washington.    
 USDA will post the Notice of Request for Application on their website to 
accept applications from May 1 thru July 1, 2011.  In September, USDA will make 
offers to selected individual veterinarian applicants. 
Livestock Inspection Program  
 The Livestock Inspection program has been struggling with workload and 
staffing issues recently. Two of its three administrative staff are on maternity and 
medical leave. In November, we hired a part-time, temporary employee to help re-
lieve some of the pressures and anticipated hiring additional part-time help in Febru-
ary; unfortunately, the candidate accepted another position.  Although it has been and 
will continue to be difficult over the next few months, the selfless help from other 
staff within the Division must be noted. Stakeholders remain understanding even 
though turnaround times have increased and work efficiencies have stalled with the 
staffing shortage. We appreciate your understanding. 

NEWS FROM 
LEONARD E. ELDRIDGE, 

DVM 

  
STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
1011 Plum Street SE * PO Box 42525 * Olympia, Washington 98504-2525 * 
(360) 725-4000 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Date:             March 17, 2011 
Contact:        Leslie Hafford, CERB Program Manager, 360.725.3161 
                     Penny Thomas, Commerce Communications, 360.725.2805 
                                 
State invests $1.2 million in Odessa Industrial Park 
Funds will support economic development in Lincoln County and create 50 
new jobs 
 
OLYMPIA - The Washington State Community Economic Revitalization Board 
(CERB) <http://www.commerce.wa.gov/CERB>  today announced a $1.2 million 
public investment targeting business growth and job creation in Lincoln 
County <http://www.lincolnedc.org/> . At today's meeting, the board 
approved a loan to the Odessa Public Development Authority for new 
infrastructure at the Odessa Industrial Park that will support 
construction of a new meat production facility for the Cattle Producers 
of Washington <http://www.cattleproducersofwa.org/>  (CPoW). 
 
The new facility will provide a local alternative to out-of-state mass 
production slaughterhouses and costly long-distance shipping for meat 
products. Cattle Producers of Washington will invest at least $400,000 
in the project and create approximately 50 jobs in the first five years 
of operation at the facility.  
 
"This local infrastructure investment is a great example of 
public-private partnership focused on specific community economic 
development priorities," said Rogers Weed, director of the Washington 
State Department of Commerce <http://www.commerce.wa.gov/> . "Tools like 
CERB help rural counties attract jobs and help our state stay 
competitive even during tough economic times." 
 
"The CERB funding is a critical piece of this project, multiplying the 
time, sweat and money invested by family farmers and ranchers to bring 
locally raised meat to Washington consumers, said Craig Vejraska, CPoW 
President. "This project has been a dream of CPoW for four years, but we 
couldn't get it moving forward until we found the CERB program." 
 
The release of CERB funds to this project is contingent upon the 
applicant completing specific pre-contract requirements, such as 
finalizing other funding sources and obtaining necessary permits. 
                                                                                                    ...continued on next page 



Since 1982, CERB has committed nearly $150 million to local 
jurisdictions across the state, an investment generating more than 
36,000 jobs. Learn more in CERB's annual Report to the Washington State 
Legislature, available on-line at www.commerce.wa.gov/cerb 
<http://www.choosewashington.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/CERB/Legislative%20
Report.pdf> .  
 
As Washington's strategic economic development resource, CERB is focused 
on creating private sector jobs in partnership with local governments by 
financing public infrastructure improvements. These improvements 
encourage new business development and expansion. In addition to funding 
construction projects, CERB provides limited funding for studies that 
evaluate high-priority economic development projects. Learn more about 
CERB at www.commerce.wa.gov/cerb. CERB receives administrative support 
from the Washington State Department of Commerce. For more information 
on the Department of Commerce, visit www.commerce.wa.gov. For 
information on locating or expanding a business in Washington visit 
www.choosewashington.com.  
 
### 
Local contact: 
Kim King, Odessa Public Development Authority, 509.988.3046 
 
About Commerce 
Commerce is the lead state agency charged with enhancing and promoting 
sustainable community and economic vitality in Washington. For more 
information, visit www.commerce.wa.gov <http://www.commerce.wa.gov/> . 
For information on locating or expanding a business in Washington, visit 
www.choosewashington.com.  

*************************************************** ******************* 

Notes from Sue Lani Madsen 

CPow Livestock Processors Co-op Status and Next Steps: 

 *Incorporation filed with Secretary of State (just waiting for paperwork in the            
 mail) 
 *By Laws drafted, reviewed & finalized by mid-June to define governance 
 and investment 
 *Investor recruitment underway, investment secured with cash in the bank by 
 the end of August 
 *Lease negotiated, land purchased and lease signed with Odessa PDA no later 
 than September 14th 
 
CPoW Livestock Processors Odessa Plant: 
 When we meet the deadlines above, we’ll be ramping up operations in one 
year.  Plan now to use your producer owned processing facilities starting in April, 
2012.  The final question at the CERB presentation was “will I be able to buy local 
lamb?”  We assured the President of the Board that local lamb as well as pork, goat and 
definitely beef will be available in 2012! 

YOUTH BEEF JUDGING CONTESTS 
 

Cattle Producers of Washington sponsored a youth judging contest March 9th in 
Okanogan, WA while Sunny Okanogan Angus Ranch provided the cattle and 
lunch.  There were 95 youth competing for a custom made silver belt buckle for 
individual first place and plaques for the top teams. 
 
FFA Team Results: 
1st  -  Tonasket 
2nd—Yelm  
3rd— Kahlotus 
4th  -  Okanogan Jr. 
5th  -  Okanogan Sr. 
6th— Chelan 
7th— Bridgeport 
8th— Almira-Coulee-Hartline 
9th— Royal City 
  
Individual Results: 
1st  -  Jim Townsend, Okanogan 
2nd  - Tanner Varrelman 
3rd— Katie Emerson  
4th —Cody McCleary 
5th  -  Taylor Ayers 
 
*************************************************** **************** 
 
The Cattle Producers of Washington and JR Ranch  youth beef judging contest was 
held on March 17th at the JR Ranch.  There were about 45 youth competing.  The 
count was a little low this year due to state mandated testing for all freshman and 
sophomores on that day.  JR Ranch hosted the event & fed lunch to everyone.  
CPoW sponsored the Montana Silver Belt buckle for the high point individual and 
plaques for the top 3 teams as well.  Se-
cond and third place individuals were 
awarded plaques too.  
 
 
FFA Team Results: 
1st   - Asotin 
2nd—Medical Lake 
3rd— Pomeroy 
 
 
Individual Results: 
1st place— Cody Johnsen, Asotin 
2nd place—Sammi Williams, Medical Lake 
3rd place— Chase Teigen, Asotin 
 


