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JAYNBEE ANGUS RANCH
& EMTMAN’S TRIPLE E ANGUS
LIVESTOCK JUDGING CONTEST

Over 50 FFA youth participated in the Jaynbee Angus Ranch &
Emtman’s Triple E Angus Livestock Judging Contest on Friday, March
27th. There were 3 bull classes & 1 heifer class with two classes giving
oral reasons.

It was awesome to see such a great turnout of youth for this event. They
are our future.

Individual Results

Ist-Sammi Williams-Medical Lake; $50/plaque/1 yr. CPoW membership
2nd-Kayleen Oliver-Medical Lake; $30/plaque/1 yr. CPoW membership
3rd-Jacob Wagner-Reardan; $20/1 yr. CPoW membership

4th-Jordan Lynch-Airway Heights;1 yr. CPoW membership
5th-Shannon Dias-Cheney; 1 yr. CPoW membership

Team Results

Ist—Medical Lake; a plaque from CPoW
2nd—Reardan; a plaque from CPoW
3rd—Cheney; a plaque from CPoW
4th—Medical Lake B

Sth—Davenport

6th—Liberty

Cash prizes, CPoW membership & engraving were provided by CPoW.
A special thanks to Brian McCall for organizing the contest & the stu-
dents that made the wooden plaques. We would also like to thank the
FFA advisors & youth for making this a wonderful event!




CPoW General Meeting

Tuesday, April 14, 2009
6:00 p.m.
Big Bend Golf Course
899 N.W. Cole Street, Wilbur
(near Hwy 2 & Hwy 174)

Guest Speaker: Jay Penick CEO
Farm Credit Services

What do the NAIS and Metric programs have in
common?

The United States Metric Board was a government agency set up to encour-
age metrication by the Metric Conversion Act of 1975, staffed by 30, with
an annual budget of $2.7 million. In 1982 President Ronald Reagan elimi-
nated the implementation of the metric system in the U.S.

After 7 years and millions of dollars, the Metric program made little head-
way on executing the metric system in the United States. Over 30 years
later, Americans live in a country that continues to be a world leader in sci-
ence, technology, industry and trade, yet we continue measuring in good
ole’ inches, pounds and Fahrenheit.

I observe the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) program going
down the same road. Congress will spend millions of dollars on a program
American’s simply don’t want, need or believe the promised benefits.

I hope President Obama takes a lesson from history and President Reagan to
end a useless government program that is wasting millions of taxpayer’s
dollars and abolish the NAIS program.

*Teresa King

Tiffany T IR Rancl
T;//./atgyy /Zl;ivr%egm ?é R g% EE gar ;%%
\\ Nutrena Shorthorn and Angus Cattle

Jeff and Pam Schmidt
fax: 509-297-9829

1742 W. Hatton Rd. Phone: (509)488-2158
www. nutrenaworld.com P
tiffany _towne@cargill.col | @thello, WA 99344 e-mail: jrranch@cbnn.net

3034 Fir Road
Eltopia, WA 99330
cell: 509-771-1439

A Cargill Company

Lautenschlager & Sons
Registered 1-A & Commercial

RED ANGUS CATTLE

Carl, Jodi & Scott Lautenschlager
1251 Cutler-Lautenschlager Rd ® Endicott WA 99125
509-657-3301 @ carljodi@hotmail.com

LD Green NW Dealer
Now taking orders for March delivery
Cell 509-899-1597

Trail Dust is published the first Monday of each month, and is the trade journal of

Cattle Producers of Washington. To advertise in this targeted publication call 509-
246-0782. Rates are: Full page $80, half page $50, quarter page $30, business card
$10 each by the issue. If advertising for full year, cost is 10% less.
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QUALITY ANGUS CATTLE
& Elotsa Daves

P.O. Box 695
Royal City, WA 99357

(509) 346-2030

Methuselah ate what he found on his plate,
And never, as people do now.
Did he note the amount of the calorie count;
He ate it because it was chow.
He wasn’t disturbed as at dinner he sat,
Devouring a roast or a pie,
To think it was lacking in granular fat
Or a couple of vitamins shy.
He cheerfully chewed each specie of food,
Unmindful of troubles or fears
Lest his health might be hurt
By some fancy dessert;
And he lived over nine hundred years.




TRINITY FARMS

Mike Forman 509-968-4800 A

2451 Number 18 Rd

Ellensburg WA 98926
www.trinityfarms.info

Robb Forman 509-968-4717

9701 Lyons Rd

Ellensburg, WA 98926

Royal Flush Sale 1st Saturday in March
Angus, Simmental & Simangus Hybrid Meatmaker Cattle
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Rathbun Angus Ranch

Market Driven ¢ Performance Tested *« Range Proven

Greg & Jennifer Rathbun

Cell (509) 539-0538 » Home (509) 762-3930

Office (509) 762-5499 « Fax (509) 762-5488

11990 Rd H NE * Moses Lake WA 98837
www.rathbunangus.com
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South Devon Breeding will put $$ in your pocket
Lee & Connie Engelhardt
8354 Rd 16 NE, Moses Lake WA 98837
x-esouthdevon@gcpower.net Phone 509-766-0161
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SOUTH DEVONS

N. 375 Benzel Road
KEN HILLE Ritzville, WA 99169

(509) 659-0259
southdevons@southdevons.com|

Easy Keepin’
Hi-Performance
South Devon Cattle

Schafer Livestock Company

Buyers of all classes of livestock every Tuesday

Cows— R—Us—Scales
Craig & Bonnie Schafer

Licensed & Bonded—Moses Lake
Office: 509-765-9787 ® Cell: 509-750-1326 ® Home: 509-349-8042

: Oteco Circle Track Filler
|  Washington state Dealer
Dale & Theresa Ware

20982 Rd 5 SW
Quincy WA 98848
Phone 509-785-4172

Cell 509-398-0706
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T2 Chewelah Auto-Life-Bonds
Q lnsurance Truck-Farm-Home
@A Agency ommercial-Maring

Kevin & Julie Schalock & Staff

509-935-8552
113 N Park ® Chewelah WA 99109

DIRECTOR NOTES...
Thoughts this month are from
Dave Dashiell,
Director, District 3

FOUR CROSS RANCH

ANGUS

Vance Burck
Soap Lake, W
Home 509f246 0324

Ritzville Angus

Bob Schoessler and Family

PO Box 154
1601 N Bauman Rd
Ritzville WA 99169

509-659-1057

schoess@centurytel.net
www.ritzvilleangusranch.com

THERESA GARRINGER

o)
BBB OWNER/AGENT

MEMBER

Garringer Insurance Agency
ALL FORMS OF INSURANCE

108 N. MAIN
COLVILLE, WA 99114

684-5059 or
1-800-659-5066

Fax: 684-8192 theresa@garringerins.com

) UL Lt

~ Red & Black Angus —
— Targhee Sheep —

Dave & JuLie DASHIELL

4089 Lessig Rd. Phone: 509-722-3033
Hunters, WA 99137 Cell: 509-521-2831

After a long cold winter the weather is making an attempt to
be spring. We don’t have a thermometer at our winter camp and it’s
probably a good thing. I don’t know how cold it got, but we have a
few cows with shorter ears than they had last fall.

With spring coming, it’s time for a new start and a positive
attitude. With all the talk about a recession, unemployment and all
the other bad news, it’s enough to drive you nuts... if you let it. We
are going to do our best not to participate in that. I know we can’t
insulate ourselves from everything but we’re going to do what we can
and try to do what it takes.

I don’t think I’m a real old timer, but I can remember price
controls, dollar calves that dropped to twenty-five cents almost over-
night, beef boycotts, dairy buy-outs, imported cattle, all with a lot of
bad press mixed-in. Then of course ‘mad cows’ and the people that
wished they could find one in the U.S. But enough ink about all that
stuff. You don’t have to look hard for bad news or the people to pro-
mote it.

With spring coming, the grass grows and things start looking
up. The cattle market is moving the right direction and I read where
the cattle inventory is the lowest in fifty years. They say there isn’t a
lot of yearling cattle out there, plus a lot of cows went to town last
fall/early winter due to high priced feed. As far as supply, since there
isn’t a lot out there, prices should at least stay steady to a little higher.
The cow market isn’t what we hoped for, but it’s better than what it
was.

My crystal ball isn’t any better than anybody else, but we
have something to look forward to. Calving is going good and we
hope to work a thousand lambs in June. So if we can make these
plans work there shouldn’t be anything to worry about until next
winter.

DEADLINE FOR MAY TRAIL DUST ARTICLES
WILL BE APRIL 27TH, 2009



PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE

Profit—In business if you’re not making a profit you won’t
be in business very long. In the cattle business—raising calves, prof-
its are slim or none. After servicing debt such as land payments, op-
erating interest, equipment payments, feed costs, labor, leases, truck-
ing, fuel, fertilizer, pesticides, vaccines, commissions, veterinarian
fees, etc, a cattle producer feels very fortunate to be able to make the
payments and thrilled to make a profit. So what’s the best way to
receive a profit? # 1—keep expenses (inputs) manageable and # 2—
timely marketing of your cattle. These are two items you have some
control of...use it!

In the bigger picture, we currently have 94,491,000 head of
cattle in the United States, the lowest cattle numbers since 1959 when
they were 93,322,000. Folks, it has been 50 years since our numbers
have been this low! Coupling our current U.S. cattle numbers with
an ever-increasing American population of 124,000,000 during the
same 50-year period, and using supply and demand economics (even
considering the current economy) cattle producers should be in posi-
tion to make a profit. BUT the biggest factor that stymies our poten-
tial profits is IMPORTED Canadian cattle. Remember in 2008,
Washington State alone, imported over 404,000 Canadian cattle at a
time when Washington State’s beef cow herd is only 271,000 head.
What do you think our calf market would be without 404,000 cattle
coming into our state? I have read and heard we need the Canadian
imports to sustain our beef processors here in the northwest. This is
simply not true and will be fully addressed in the Trail Dust in the
months to come. I’ve also read the reports about how much beef the
U.S. is exporting to other countries and how it is supposedly benefit-
ing the cattle industry. Well, B.S.! Beef processors/packers reap the
benefits from exporting...none of the producers I know export beef!

animal feed because it can cause bovine spongiform encephalopathy, or mad cow
disease. Before the rule even takes effect, farmers have faced uncertainty about
how to dispose of dead livestock as rendering companies close or stop accepting
cattle. Critics of the FDA rule say that under the new restrictions, many livestock
producers would be hard-pressed to find renderers willing to accept dead cattle.
Those that do would pay more, up from about $20 per animal now to more than

$100.
*Excerpts from Associated Press, March 26, 2009
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Congress, intent on NAIS, ignores producers—Efforts by the beef industry to keep
Congress from making NAIS mandatory may be futile as it seems the momentum is
swinging in favor of creating such a database. Representing beef producers during
the hearing were R-CALF President Max Thornsberry & Bill Nutt, president-elect
of the Georgia Cattlemen’s Assn, who was representing NCBA. Proponents of
mandatory NAIS say the program is necessary to help avoid an animal health crisis
or food safety issue. Countries such as Australia & Canada, where national animal
identification has proven ineffective, support the adoption of NAIS in the U.S. as it
would put a financial burden on U.S. producers & potentially help level the cost-of-
production playing field in those countries favor. Companies & groups who might
see financial benefit as a result of the record-keeping or equipment manufacturing
requirements of NAIS have also come out in favor of the program as have groups
such as the American Veterinary Medical Assn., which said the program is neces-
sary to avoid an animal health crisis.

*Excerpts from Western Livestock Journal, March 23, 2009
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”From the farm to the fork” - “Discrepancies between national identification of live
animals & traceability systems of animal products make it difficult to trace prod-
ucts of animal origin throughout the food chain at world level; developing countries
risk losing out on market access because of trade barriers that sometimes are put in
place as a result of these discrepancies. The best way to prevent this is for all coun-
tries to progressively implement international standards, such as those of the OIE &
Codes:, Dr. Bernard Vallat, OIE Director General, explained at the OIE Interna-
tional Conference on Animal Identification & Traceability held in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, March 23-25, 2009.

*Excerpt for OIE Press Release, March 25, 2009
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McDonald’s claims that there is not enough beef in the USA to support their restau-
rants. Our opinion is they are looking to save money at our expense. All Ameri-
cans that sell cows at a livestock auction barn had to sign a paper stating that we do
NOT EVER feed our cows any part of another cow. South Americans are not re-
quired to do this as of yet. McDonald’s has announced that they are going to start
importing much of their beef from S. America where they can spray numerous pes-
ticides on their pastures that have been banned here and use various hormones &
growth regulators that we can’t. The American public needs to be aware of this
problem & that they may be putting themselves at risk from now on by eating at
good old McDonald’s.

*Excerpt from an email-David W. Forrest, Ph.D., PAS, Dipl. ACAP Dept. of Animal Science,
Texas A&M University, Phone (979) 845-3560



NEWS BRIEFS

Legislature has no stock-water answer this year—Even this year’s longer, 105-day
legislative session was too short and too packed with budget woes to resolve the
state’s stock-water issue. None of the several bills intended to clarify a long-
standing state exemption allowing unlimited use of water for livestock survived last
week’s bill cutoff. Now the plan is to form a work group after the session ends to
make recommendations on the future of the exemptions, which have fueled rural
growth and development.

*Excerpt from the Yakima Herald-Republic, March 18, 2009
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The Madness Over Methane—Animal rights & environmental groups are doing all
they can to essentially pressure us out of business. And they aren’t limiting them-
selves to honesty, either. Forage digestion & methane production are a good case
in point. I do believe that we need to take care of our environment, but.... Here are
a couple of points I think are trustworthy. First, according to the EPA domesticated
livestock are the third largest producers of methane, behind landfills & the oil &
gas industries. Second, the more forage we have in our cattle’s diet, the more
methane will be produced. If we’re to believe that methane production is on the
increase, then are cattle truly the culprit? In the mid 1970s our beef cattle popula-
tion peaked at 130 million head. In 1980, it was 111 million head, from which we
produced 21 billion Ibs. of beef. In 2007, our population was 97 million head,
which produced 26 billion 1bs. of beef. Thus, in the last 27 years, we’ve reduced
these methane producers by 14 million head & increased total beef production by
nearly 5 billion Ibs.! I think we’re doing our part. What about dairy cows? Their
population peaked in 1944, with 25.6 million head; each cow produced 5300 lbs. of
milk/year. Today, there are 9.1 million dairy cattle in the U.S., and they produce
17,000 Ibs. of milk/head/year. So, with 16.5 million fewer dairy cattle, we’re pro-
ducing 19 billion Ibs. more milk. Hmmm. So, methane production is increasing,
but we have drastically decreased our population of methane producers; all this
while increasing production! But cattle are still being blamed for the increased
methane production. On top of that, less forage is being fed to cattle today than just
20 years ago. Let alone 40 years ago. So, not only do we have fewer methane pro-
ducers, but each of them is producing less methane! In the past couple of years,
there have been several news documentaries on global warming; cattle & methane
were mentioned in all the programs I saw. But did you know that Earth actually
cooled in 20087 Strangely this did not receive much media attention.

*Excerpt from Beef, February 27, 2009, by Dave Sjeklocha, DVM, Sublette, KS
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Lawmakers ask for delay of new mad cow rule—Thirty members of Congress are
calling for a delay on new rules that are intended to keep mad-cow disease out of
the food supply but have created problems in disposing of dead cattle. A spokes-
man for the Nebraska congressman leading the charge said Thursday the rules

could make it more difficult to dispose of dead livestock. Starting April 27, a U.S.
Food & Drug Administration rule would require livestock renderers & animal feed
manufacturers to remove the brain & spinal cord from cows 30 months & older.
The rule is designed to keep central nervous system tissue from dead cattle out of

I don’t observe the producers receiving the so-called trickle down
benefits. When the export and import markets were completely
closed, I saw the cattle market as high as it’s ever been, even profit-
able. History shows that relying solely on export markets to make a
profit is a false promise. If the cattle industry recognized trade agree-
ments like NAFTA only benefit the multi-national meat packers and
harm our local cattle producers, rural communities, consumers and
economy maybe opinions would change. We all need to be vigilant
on expressing to our elected officials of the harmful effects of trade
agreements like NAFTA.

I don’t blame the beef processors/packers or their associated
feedlots. It is easier for them to make a profit purchasing Canadian
cattle with an exchange rate difference averaging 20% to 30%, rather
than purchasing U.S. cattle. The most effective way for the U.S. cat-
tle producer to regain our cattle market and be profitable is to reduce
supply. This means, reduce imports. Look at OPEC’s response to
falling oil prices—they reduce supply to retain their profit margin.

Some would call me a protectionist. To that [ would say, “yes
I am!” I am protecting my industry, my livelihood, my family, my
livestock from foreign animal disease and my country.

On another note: Spring has arrived! All I need now is rain,
rain, rain to settle the dust.

Our April meeting is in Wilbur where we will have as a guest
speaker the CEO of Farm Credit Services. Hope to see you there!

CPoW’S
ANNUAL MEETING

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26TH, 2009
AVENUES SOCIAL & EVENT CENTER
SPOKANE VALLEY
CATERER—LONGHORN

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!




BSE and Aging
By WSDA Feed Specialist
Catherine Ahmann

UPDATE: The new BSE rule due to take effect April 27, 2009 will be delayed
until June 26, 2009. During that time, a 30-day comment period will be opened
for comments to FDA on whether the rule should be delayed beyond June 26,
2009.

If you have already been visited by your dead animal removal service or ren-
derer and have agreed to mark your deads or remove CMPAF from material for
rendering—do not change what you agreed to do until you hear from them.

This new regulation is designed to further strengthen existing safeguards against the
establishment and amplification of BSE through animal feed. The majority of readers
are cattle growers who may wonder how yet another feed rule will affect their opera-
tion.

On the feed side, you just need to know that there may be tallow in the market place
that will have the BSE cautionary statement “Do Not Feed To Cattle Or Other Rumi-
nants” on the label or shipping documents. The new rule only allows tallow with
very low insoluble impurities, 0.15% or lower, to be used in ruminant feed. The re-
quirements for all ruminant feeders, large or small, remain the same:

e Do not feed products labeled with the cautionary statement “Do Not Feed To
Cattle Or Other Ruminants” to your ruminant animals.

e Keep copies of all purchase invoices for all feeds received that contain animal
protein—even milk-based milk replacers.

e Keep copies of labeling for all feeds received containing animal protein products.
However, you only need to keep one representative label from each shipment that
represents a different product.

e If you are feeding animal protein, keep invoices and representative labels avail-
able for inspection and copying for at least one year.

You will be more affected by restrictions the new FDA rule places on rendering your
dead livestock. The rule identifies Cattle Materials Prohibited in Animal Feed or
“CMPAF” as:

e  The entire carcass of a BSE positive cow.
The brains and spinal cords from cattle 30 months of age and older.

e The entire carcass of cattle not inspected and passed for human consumption,
unless the cattle are less than 30 months of age or the brains and spinal cords
have been effectively removed.

e Tallow derived from BSE positive cattle.

WASHINGTON D.C.

On March 7, 2009 CPoW Director Todd Kel-
! sey traveled to Washington DC along with 26 ranchers
dl from 14 other states to participate in “Making a Change
Work” fly-in, coordinated by United States Cattlemen’s
Association (USCA). Cattlemen met with members of Congress and the
Obama administration to address the issues facing the cattle producer indus-
try.

I was very pleased by the reception from all of the members and
staff, and their working hard to schedule meetings with me,” Todd said. “I
was fortunate to meet with almost all of the Members, Senate, and staff
from our state,” he said. I kind of sounded like a broken record by the time
the week was out, border issues, border issues, border issues...

Kelsey was involved in a separate meeting with the new U.S. Dept.
of Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack appointed by President Obama. The Secre-
tary was very interested in our issues and at one point even made the state-
ment that “he would be looking into the packer ownership issues as soon as
he got all his staff in place.” Kelsey addressed the Canadian border issues,
especially the fact that imported animals do not need to meet Washington
Animal Health standards before entering our state due to the NAFTA agree-
ment. Kelsey spoke with the secretary regarding NAIS and said, “If manda-
tory NAIS does get passed it needs to be tracked from hoof to fork, in other
words the packers need traceability requirements imposed on them also.”
Secretary Vilsack concluded that he was not from a ranching background,
and that he would be looking to the American ranchers for input regarding
policies.

Other issues addressed to members was the Plum Island Project and
the risks involved in moving this facility, FMD Prevention Act and its being
a key piece of legislation, MCOOL, declining cattle inventory in our state
and nation, and of course NAIS.

Kelsey said, “It was a long hard week, and many of us took vaca-
tion time to be here, but I believe if we don’t work harder than our opposi-
tions we will be beat.” He MTNTTIE=
also said, “In speaking with ﬂ!!l I! r
the members, senate and =
their staffs it was absolutely pa—s
amazing how un-informed y i
they were on our issues, or ' |
they were informed with |
the wrong information.”




OLYMPIA ADVENTURES

On March 2, 2009 CPoW Director Todd Kelsey spoke on the
steps of our states capitol building at a rally sponsored by Citizens Alli-
ance for Property Right (CAPR) to a group of approximately 300 people
explaining the issues facing cattle producers in our state, and how prop-
erty rights have affected our industry.

The rally was well attended and was in conjunction with the Back
Country Horsemen’s Legislative Days on the Hill. The largest property
rights invasion explained by Kelsey to the crowd was of course NAIS,
and how it was going to affect the cowman and the horse community
combined.

Kelsey also addressed the Canadian Border issues, the declining
cattle herd in our state and nation, embarrassment that an imported cow in
2003 caused our state, and how that was the single largest devastation to
the cattle industry in our nations history. Kelsey said, “Why would we
track the healthy animals, and continue letting imported animals from
countries with known disease problems into our food chain?” Kelsey also
addressed the crowd regarding Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) and
asked the crowd to support our industry by buying only locally bred, born
and raised beef. Kelsey said, “USDA does not mean USA beef, it means
an inspector looked at it and said ’ yep, that’s beef.” It could be Cana-
dian, Mexican, or Brazilian, who knows. The USDA stamp does not
mean American beef.”

Todd finished his speech with a little humor regarding the morn-
ings scheduled rally and march at the White House in Washington DC by
groups supporting global warming. Coincidently Washington DC woke
up to 10 inches of snow that morning. Kelsey said to the crowd, “I would
have loved to see the look on Al Gores face when he looked out his hotel
room window this morning.”

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY

TO

CLIVE MCIRVIN!

e Tallow derived from CMPAF that contains more than 0.15% insoluable impu-
rities.
e  Mechanically separated beef derived from CMPAF.

These materials cannot be used in any animal feed. They must now go to non-
feed uses or disposal. The rule only applies to cattle and American buffalo 30
months of age and older. Your dead animal removal service will probably be
asking you for some type of age verification and documentation that they can have
available for the renderer.

I am often asked, “What can I use for age verification on my deads?” Renderers
can accept your determination of age based on records or dentition. Documents
such as birth records, registration records and vaccination records may be used. In
addition, FDA also recognizes animal identification systems, dairy herd records,
annual statements from feedlots that certify that dead animals coming from their
vacility are under 30 months.

The question of how to determine age by dentition has brought up some confusion.
USDA/FSIS uses a conservative approach and determines that cattle with eruption
of at least one of the second set of permanent incisors are 30 months of age or
older. This same method is accepted by FDA as a way of determining age for the
new BSE rule.

To be sure that no CMPAF gets into animal feed, renderers will have to process
cattle 30 months of age and older differently that under 30-month-old cattle. The
National Renderers Association (NRA) has suggested using a paint stick to mark
your deads; mark with a ‘U” for under 30 months; mark with an ‘X" for 30 months
of age and older. Check with your removal service to be sure they are using this
method.

Remember, you have a legal obligation to be sure you do not feed prohibited mate-
rials to any ruminants and to provide your renderer with true, accurate and com-
plete information about how you determine the age of cattle or American buffalo
mortalities left for pickup.

Our goal at WSDA is to make sure you have the information necessary to imple-
ment the new rule so your business is not disrupted any more than necessary. I
look forward to meeting you all in the field, and if I can be of any assistance, please
contact me by phone at (360) 402-4077 or by e-mail at cahmann@agr.wa.gov. For
detailed information about the new rule to: www.fda.gov/cvm/bsetoc.html.

Donations have been received by CPoW in loving
memory of

Ruby Mclrvin

From
Spokane County Cattlemen’s Association
X-E Stock Ranch




NEWS FROM
LEONARD E. ELDRIDGE,
DVM
WASHINGTON STATE
VETERINARIAN

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

WSDA’s Commission Merchants Program assists the State Veteri-
narian’s Office by monitoring livestock movement into and within the state.
As of Jan. 1, 2009, commission merchant investigators have completed two
investigations dealing with livestock theft and have made 66 contacts that
involved 2,470 head of livestock. The focus has been on animal health vio-
lations, livestock brand violations, and violations of the commission mer-
chants program regulations. Staff has identified ten animal services viola-
tions, two livestock brand violations and four commission merchant viola-
tions.

Our animal health investigator based in Ellensburg has completed
seventeen investigations since the beginning of the year. Ten of the seven-
teen investigations have involved horses, primarily dealing with horses
shipped into Washington without proof of Equine Viral Arteritis tests re-
quired as part of Washington’s animal import health requirements. Two
animal health investigations that were conducted involved a report of calves
being dumped on the side of a road and a report of sick dogs being shipped
to another state.

At the request of the Livestock Brand Inspection Program, five in-
vestigations were conducted which included violations of: WAC 16-57-280,
Possession of livestock with another’s brand; WAC 16-610-020 1-c¢, Ani-
mals entering processing plant must be brand inspected; RCW 16.57.260,
Removal of cattle from WA without a brand inspection; and RCW
16.04.010, Trespassing animals.

During the 2007 legislative session, WSDA was given authority to
assess civil penalties for violations of chapter 16.36 RCW and rules adopted
under the chapter. The department adopted WAC 16-90 Penalty Schedule
this past February. It gives WSDA the ability to assess civil penalties for
violations of chapter 16.36 RCW. WSDA has issued 10 Notice of Correc-
tions (NOC) since the adoption date of the new rule. A NOC is issued prior
to assessing a penalty. The NOC allows the violator a certain amount of
days to come into compliance with animal health regulations without being
assessed a penalty. If the violator does not comply within the date outlined
in the NOC, the next step is to assess a penalty as described in WAC 16-90.
We have not yet assessed any monetary penalties.

New Cuts of Beef
The industry has introduced cheaper steaks f
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Western

lovir Griller

Denver Cut

Country-Style ; ki |
Ribs \ T - —_—

The new Denver Cut, a steak from the “chuck roll,” near the cow’s ribs, is
currently being tested in restaurants. Another cut, Boneless Country-
Style Beef Chuck Ribs, is being tested in some grocery stores.

WELCOME
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Doss Roberts
Ellensburg, WA

Leonard Eldridge
Olympia, WA

Tom Voyles
Mesa, WA

YOUTH MEMBERS

Kayleen Oliver
Medical Lake, WA

Jacob Wagner
Reardan, WA

Shannon Dias
Spokane, WA

Jordan Lynch
Airway Heights, WA

Scott Painter
Cheney, WA

Sammi Williams
Medical Lake, WA




