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DEADLINE FOR JULY  TRAIL DUST ARTICLES 
WILL BE JUNE 27th,  2011 

Posted:  Thursday, May 05, 2011  9:00 AM 
 
Washington adds cattle inspections 
Trucks entering state through Pend Oreille, Spokane counties must stop or face fine 
By MATTHEW WEAVER 
Capital Press 
 Commercial cattle trucks entering Washington’s Pend Oreille and Spokane coun-
ties from Idaho will now be required to stop at a port of entry for inspection or face a 
$1,000. fine.  Washington Gov. Chris Gregoire signed House Bill 1922 into law May 3. 
 Rep. Matt Shea, R-Spokane Valley, sponsored the bill.  The measure passed the 
Washington State House and Senate unanimously.  It goes into effect July 22.  In a press 
release, Shea said hundreds of Canadian Cattle trucks enter Washington weekly from the 
Idaho border, with many avoiding the Interstate 90 port of entry inspection station east of 
Spokane.  There is now a port of entry station at the Highway 290 entrance north of I-90. 
 In the release, Shea said he was concerned about the possible transportation of 
sick animals into the state and potential risks to the food supply.  Shea also said the high 
volume of heavy trucks is causing damage to the highway and creating “dangerous conges-
tion” for local traffic.  Under the bill, commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of 
40,000 pounds or more and transporting cattle will be required to stop at a port of entry.  
The law applies only to Pend Oreille and Spokane counties.  Fines collected will be used 
for road maintenance purposes. 
 Wade King, past president of the Cattle Producers of Washington, said he would 
have liked the bill to go further and add a step to create an additional firewall to protect 
against animal health issues entering the state.  State officials at the port of entry need edu-
cation on the proper paperwork that should be accompanying the cattle, King said. 
 Every bovine health event in Washington has come from an imported animal, 
King said.  The organization is dissatisfied with U.S. inspections of animals at the port of 
entry, King said.  King’s organization first became involved because residents were blam-
ing local producers for the increased congestion through neighborhoods. 
 Jack Field, executive vice president of the Washington Cattlemen’s Association, 
also doesn’t foresee much effect to the 
state’s producers.  Field is encouraged by 
the Washington State Patrol’s interest in 
working with industry members to address 
the health inspection issue. 
 There are only five ports of entry 
for the state.  Expanding the requirements to 
the entire state might create new hardships, 
Field said, calling the law a measured im-
plementation that would allow for adjust-
ment later on. 
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Schafer Livestock Company 
Buyers of all classes of livestock every Tuesday 
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Licensed & Bonded—Moses Lake 

Office: 509-765-9787 �  Cell: 509-750-1326 �  Home: 509-349-8042 

 

South Devon Breeding will put $$ in your pocket 
Lee & Connie Engelhardt 

8354 Rd 16 NE, Moses Lake  WA  98837 
x-esouthdevon@gcpower.net Phone 509-766-0161 

South Devon Red Cattle 
Registered & Commercial 

 

 

Bob Schoessler and Family 
 

Mike Forman 509-968-4800 
Robb Forman 509-201-0775 
Ellensburg, WA  

www.trinityfarms.info 

Generations of Excellence Sale 
1st Saturday in March 

Angus, SimAngus & Simmental Cattle 

PO Box 154 
1601 N Bauman Rd 
Ritzville  WA  99169 

509-659-1057 
schoess@centurytel.net 

www.ritzvilleangusranch.com 

TRINITY FARMS 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Greg & Jennifer Rathbun 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
Market Driven • Performance Tested • Range Proven 

 
 
 

Cell (509) 539-0538 • Home (509) 762-3930 
Office (509) 762-5499 • Fax (509) 762-5488 
11990 Rd H NE • Moses Lake  WA  98837 

www.rathbunangus.com 
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 DIRECTOR NOTES… 

 Thoughts this month are  from  
Bob Schoessler, 
Director, Dist. 4 

 

YOU ARE ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGED 
TO ATTEND  OUR 

NEXT CPoW 
GENERAL MEETING, JUNE 8TH IN WILBUR 

******************* 
 

COOPERATIVE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 
& 

FACT SHEETS ON HOW TO INVEST 
IN THE SLAUGHTER FACILITY COOPERATIVE 

WILL BE AVAILABLE, 
ALONG WITH OTHER 

INFORMATION 

 So the  legislative session is finished in Olympia—a 105 day session that 
could have been completed in 30. 
 I have to think that we, the voters of this state, have been hoodwinked into 
thinking that these people in Olympia have been saving us money hand over fist by 
making fantastic cuts.  Sure, they made cuts, but if they really were serious about it 
they would have started with their salary and the overloaded work force they have. 
 These people are elected to manage the tax dollars of the state (plus Congress 
on the national level), not spend our dollars buying real estate or subsidizing foreign 
interests. 
 A year ago one senator said they couldn’t liquidate assets.  Why not?  Every-
one else does if they get into the  monetary mess we are in.  We are dealing with some 
simple minded people that do not know what “no” means.  They are a long way from 
getting this state back on it’s feet. 
 Contact your legislators and Congressmen regularly and make your opinion 
known.  And remember—if you have snake and a legislator crossing the road, save the 
snake.  
 
        
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



difficulty breathing and then collapse and die. Or, it may appear normal and suddenly 
just drop dead. A few animals may linger for several hours after the initial signs ap-
pear, but they all die. Undigested plant parts are easily identified in the rumen of dead 
animals and their presence is diagnostic of Yew poisoning. Yew is not highly palata-
ble, but animals do not have to be starving before they will eat it. Frequently, the 
young, more curious animals are those that graze the plant first, thus attracting other 
animals to the unfamiliar feed. The more aggressive feeding animals tend to eat the 
most and are usually the first to die. 
 In addition to trimmed branches, watch out for shrubs growing along a fence 
line where animals can reach and graze them and even for needles raked up in lawn 
clippings and fed to animals. Only very small amounts are needed to cause death; 
cattle—3/4-1 lb., horses, sheep and goats—1/4-1/2 lb., swine—1/4 lb. and poultry 
1/10 lb. Even humans have been poisoned with Yew. Be alert to keep Yew away from 
your animals.  
 I remember another time when a client of mine, Gerald, called and said the 
neighbor had dumped some Yew into his pasture and when he saw them eating the 
needles he had penned the cattle immediately away from the Yew. When he called, 
three were dead and a couple were trembling. When I arrived, the ones that were 
trembling when he called were dead. We ran the rest of his cattle through the chute 
and gave them mineral oil and charcoal, hoping to stop absorption of the toxin. I 
checked with Gerald the next morning and he reported that all were dead.  
 Another client of mine, Harry, called and said he saw the milk cow eating on 
some needles the neighbor threw over the fence. He only lived a few miles away and I 
hurried over remembering the experience with Gerald. We decided to do a rumenoto-
my and remove all the needles from the cow’s stomach. I swear by the time I got done 
we had cleaned everything out of the cows stomach. I checked with Harry the next 
morning and she also was dead.  
 I need to give credit to Utah State University Extension for the information 
on Yew. 
Clell V. Bagley, DVM, Extension Veterinarian 
Kip E. Panter, PhD, USDA Poisonous Plant Research Laboratory 
Utah State University, Logan UT 84322-5600 

 
 
Julie Dashiell 
& Nate Hair 
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              Skidmore 

 
 
 
    Julie Dashiell,  
Jossl inn/Cody 
Schoesler, 
  Dave Dashiell,  BRANDING TIME  
& helpers 
 

  
                                      

 
 
                                                                

REMINDER!! 
CPoW memberships were due January 1st 

 
MEMBER NEWS 

 
Carl Lautenschlager of Lautenschlager & Son (Red Angus) 
won Champion ADG Sire Group with Lots 868, 871, & 872 

Midland Bull Test 
 

Lee, Connie, & Lane Engelhardt of X-E South Devon  
won High Efficiency Bull with Lot 1107 

Midland Bull Test 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outbreak of Equine Herpes Virus 
 The National Cutting Horse Association Western National Championships 
were held in Ogden, Utah from April 30 through May 8, 2011.  The horses that attend-
ed the event were exposed to the neurologic form of Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-
1).  The subsequent outbreak from that exposure has resulted in six positive equine 
cases of the virus in our state to date.  Information on the virus as well as bio-security 
tips is available on our web page at www.agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/AnimalHealth/
HotTopics.aspx.  Please utilize this resource or call our office at (360) 902-1878 with 
any questions.  
 WSDA is asking horse owners and veterinarians for a voluntary isolation of 
any horse that either attended the Ogden, Utah show or any horse exposed to a horse 
that attended the Ogden, Utah show.  We appreciate the cooperation we are receiving 
from horse owners and veterinarians.  
 Horse owners should isolate any sick horses and immediately contact their 
veterinarian.  Any individual horse with clinical signs consistent with neurological 
EHV-1 infection should be removed immediately from the area and placed in a sepa-
rate enclosure for isolation. Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-1) is reportable to my office. 
 
Animal Disease Traceability 
 HB 1538 provides for rule making authority to set a fee to fund a state based 
animal disease traceability program. The activities will include data collection, data 
entry into the state data base where the information is secure at the state level, mainte-
nance of the data base, and epidemiological investigations that determine where a cattle 
disease came from and where exposed cattle may have traveled to.  As part of the rule-
making process, we will conduct a small business economic impact study, file the re-
quired paper work with the Office of the Code Reviser and conduct hearings this fall. I 
look forward to working with the cattle industry in developing a system that protects 
and contains diseases.  
 We are currently reviewing requirements for allowing entry permits to be 
transmitted to us electronically. We will also be looking at the ability and requirements 
to allow other animal health regulatory forms such as certificates of veterinary inspec-
tion, vaccination and test charts to be submitted electronically. The electronic transmis-
sion of data will make data entry and data collection more efficient. 
 
USDA addresses Rural Veterinarian Shortages in Washington State 
 USDA Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) awarded 
five applicant positions to fill rural veterinarian shortages in Washington.  This pro-
gram repay’s student loans of qualified veterinarians in return for serving in vet-
deficient areas in the state.  Washington’s designated shortage areas are: 
 

...continued on next page 
  

NEWS FROM 
LEONARD E. ELDRIDGE, 

DVM 

 Furthermore, the panel ruled in its confidential report circulated to the 
parties involved that U.S. COOL requirements do not fulfill the stated U.S. objec-
tive of helping to inform consumers of the origin of meat, thus violating the TBT 
agreement that technical regulations not be more trade-restrictive than necessary to 
fulfill a legitimate objective, sources told the Daily Report for Executives. 
 The original complaint was filed by Canada and Mexico, which claimed 
the U.S. COOL provision discriminated against their beef and pork, causing the 
market to treat it less favorable than U.S.-origin beef and pork.  The three-member 
WTO panel agreed, ruling that COOL violates the TBT. 
  While the ruling is only preliminary, WTO panels rarely alter their inter-
im conclusions in the final ruling, according to the Daily Report .  The panel is 
expected to issue its final ruling by mid-year, with the WTO making the ruling 
public sometime in September.  The U.S. will then have 60 days to decide whether  
or not to appeal. 
 In June 2008, the U.S. passed the Food, Conservation and Energy Act, 
which imposed mandatory COOL for beef and other meats.  Canada and Mexico 
initiated the WTO case in December 2008.  In their arguments, Canada and Mexi-
co said they weren’t challenging mandatory COOL as such, but argued that COOL 
requirements, as applied internally, act as a protectionist barrier and unfairly dis-
tort competition between imported and domestic cattle and pork 
 “COOL ignores the fact that the Mexican cattle and U.S. are alike in eve-
ry respect, except the place where they were born,” Mexico charged. 
 The ruling, if maintained, has potential impact beyond the measure at 
issue.  The U.S. noted in a panel hearing that nearly 70 WTO members have some 
sort of mandatory labeling requirements in place nationally and argued that, were 
the Canadian and Mexican claims accepted by the panel, “it is difficult to conceive 
of any COOL system that would survive WTO scrutiny.” 
*excerpts from Daily Report for Executives, May 24, 2011 
 
*************************************************** *************** 
 
Mushroom magic 
Cleaning Up Environmental Disasters 
 PCC member Paul Stamets  founded a company in 1980 called Fungi 
Perfecti in Olympia, Wash.  
 Fungi Perfecti initially provided education and materials for people who 
wanted to grow gourmet and medicinal mushrooms, but has become a much 
broader “mycotechnology” company. 
 Fungi Perfecti is developing fungi-based methods of killing ants and ter-
mites.  Stamets’ company also is designing sacks of mycelia that filter toxins and 
pathogenic bacteria from farm waste to prevent them from migrating where we 
don’t want them to, such as into streams. 
 One of the most striking, and early, successes with Stamets’ mycoremedi-
ation research I first heard about was the discovery that fungi can perform miracles 
with toxic waste.  When news of British Petroleum’s Macondo blowout in the Gulf 
of Mexico broke, I thought of Stamets. 
 Soon, so did the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Could my-
coremediation work as a component of its cleanup strategy for the Gulf disaster? 

...continued on next page   


