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DEADLINE FOR APRIL TRAIL DUST ARTICLES
WILL BE MARCH 28th, 2011

D} | Trail Dust...
CPOW “Your Voice in the Industry”
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Well, it looks like March is going to come in likelion. As | write these
comments the north wind is blowing and it is tryitagsnow. | hope those baby
calves stay put until this storm passes.

The legislature is in full swing and | would like thank Todd Kelsey,
L.D. Green, and Wade & Teresa King for all theilpheith the various issues. In
particular, | would like to thank Senator Mark Sekler for his help on Senate
Bill 5750 (animal disease traceability). His commaense and understanding of
government agencies and how they work on our famasranches makes Senator
Schoesler a real asset to the farmers and ranoi¢he State of Washington.
Mark, from all of us at CPoW, thank you for youfaef on Senate Bill 5750. |
think CPoW was on the right track and | think dotha road a lot more people in
the cattle industry will see our common sense augrao fund animal disease
traceability is the way to handle the problem.

Let's talk market—80 cent slaughter cows, 90+ cslaughter bulls,
$1.45 six weight calves and $1500-$1600 cows-calfsp It doesn’t get much
better than this. If there was ever a time to make cow herd young it's NOW.
If you need to put fresh genetic in your bull batté's NOW. There shouldn’t be
a 4 year old bull turned out or a 10 year old cawitte range. Cash in NOW and
put yourself in a position where you are telling thank how to operate for a
change.

The boys’ and | look forward to everyone comingte Sunny Okanog-
an Bull Sale, March 10th at the Okanogan Livestdt&rket and our March
CPoW meeting at the Koala Street Inn at 5:00 pwith dinner at 6:00 p.m.

See you there!




Cattle Producers of Washington mitany Towne JR Ranch

G ene ral M eetl n q g\ Nutrena Shorthomn and Angus Cattle
3034 Fir Road R
Eltopia, WA 99330 Jeff and Pam Schmidt
s (509)488-2158
ax: 509- 5 1742 W. Hatton Rd.  Phone: -

ThurSday, MarCh 1Oth ,”}’,Z”;,”‘;Z’Z’,ﬁg{ﬂg?ﬁ"ga,,, Othello, WA 99344 e-mail: jrranch@cbnn.net
Koala Street Inn, Omak A Cargill Company

5:00
6:00— No host dinner/Meeting

Brock, Carpenter, McGuire & DeWulf, P.5.

Attorney at Law

Lautenschlager & Sons Corev F. Brock
Registered1-A & Commercial % 2

&y
Serving Farm & Ranch Families In All Aspects Of The Farming Operations

(Following the Sunn_y Okanogan Bull Sale @ RED ANGU S CATTLE
Okanogan Livestock Market) )

Carl, Jodi & Scott Lautenschlager Phone (509) 622-4707
1251 Cutler-Lautenschlager Rd Endicott WA 99125 cbrock@bcmlaw.com
509-657-3301 carljodi@hotmail.com Serving: Eastern Washington & Oregon

Main Offices Locations: Spokane - Kennewick - Ritzville

Te e smcys cusTom MEATS LLCY BED B[ﬂ[ﬂl RANLGH

. 340 Railroad St. NE ¢
2011 ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS: Ephrata, WA 98823 ~ Red & Black Angus
Farm Slaughter + Domestic + Wild Game
PLATINUM Specialty Meats + Old World Curing & Smoking Dave & JuLie DasHeLL
H 4089 Lessig Rd. Phone: 509-722-3033
Range Magazine . Hunters, WA 99137 Cell: 509-521-2831
(509) 754-1106 (509) 989-2496
Thomsen Insurance Inc.
Alltech x . Mike Casey, Agent
I "teCh Serving your entire farm £ ranching insurancs busmess needs.
SHB Angus Nutrition, health, performance ...naturally Ifjﬂ:‘féﬂ out U-'"“:L u;:nﬁm
Sunny Okanogan Angus RanCh Tons Tiie Buying & bvestock msurance policy i5 one fsk mansgement option
RS i =) PO B 663
. . Al o B
Big R of Yakima & Wenatchee Cdl o967
Elenbaas Co., Inc. = : MP “ SINCE 1943
E"Bﬁﬁs ﬁ DIAMOND M RANCH
SELLING 1500 HEREFORDS ANNUALLY
BILL ARMSTRONG
Trail Dust is published the first Monday of eachntig and is the trade journal of s . . 5
. . . . . . PO.BOX 97 BUS: (509) 523-3202 | The Mclrvins Winter Headquarterf:
Cattle Producers of Washington. To advertise is thrgeted publication call 509- 116 WEST 4TH ST FAX: (509)523-3166 | Laurier, WA 99146 646 Lake Road
659-1909. Rates are: Full page $80, half page §barter page $30, business card ROSALIA, WA. 99170 CELL: (208) 818-1037 | 509/684-4380 Burbank, WA 99328
$10 each by the issue. If advertising for full yemst is 10% less. email : bill_armstrong@elenbaasco.com 509/545-568
Official CPoW Mal“nq Address & Phone #: \ElVeglr\ycf?JF;ed :;aduds LLC FTQ' ?gg,gg?,igﬁ slr!&otomgf
Cattle Producers of Washington, PO Box 2436, Masée, WA 98837 U nda iyl o - — L AP
einke Kifco Pasture
509/347-6655 cpow@localnet.com cattleprodsmiera.org P — St Irrigation
JA%-ED sS(FHNEIDER Pivots Reels Systems
NeLletter: I . e ansoer - Arena Watering Systems
Ginger SChoeS|er, 1588 E Rosenoff Rd, R|tZV|”e, Wal69 \I \ _ = W I : www.skoneirrigation.com
509/659-1909 gingerj@ritzcom.net Fax: 509/8545 LZX 509-349-7364




TRINITY FARMS

Mike Forman 509-968-4800 7N
Robb Forman 509-201-0775 i
Ellensburg, WA

www.trinityfarms.info

Generations of Excellence Sale
1st Saturday in March

Angus, SimAngus & Simmental Cattle

Almeost Anythin
Big R’s Got It
BIG R OF BIG R OF BIG R OF
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Rathbun Angus Ranch

Market Driven « Performance Tested « Range Proven

Greg & Jennifer Rathbun

Cell (509) 539-0538 » Home (509) 762-3930
Office (509) 762-5499 « Fax (509) 762-5488
11990 Rd H NE « Moses Lake WA 98837

www.rathbunangus.com

South attle
Registe mercial

South Devon Breeding will put $$ in your pocket
Lee & Connie Engelhardt
8354 Rd 16 NE, Moses Lake WA 98837
x-esouthdevon@gcpower.nePhone 509-766-0161

DIRECTOR NOTES...
Thoughts this month are from
Todd Kelsey,
2nd Vice President

preater Ralstyy
I ) §

SOUTH DEVONS

N. 375 Benzel Roaq
KEN HILLE Ritzville, WA 99164

(509) 659-0254
southdevons@southdevons.conf

Easy Keepin’
Hi-Performance
South Devon Cattle

®

& Mz
Kelly Crill
Territory Sales Manager

Norbrook, Inc.®
9733 Loiret Boulevard
Lenexa, KS 66219
kerili@norbrookinc.com

Mobile: 208-250-6213
Fax: 208-454-7939

‘Toll Free: 866-591-5777
‘www.norbrookinc.com

Schafer Livestock,Company
Buyers of all classes of livestock every Tuesda]

Licensed & Bonded—Moses Lake
Office: 509-765-9787 Cell: 509-750-1326 Home: 509-349-8042

FOUR CROSS RANCH

ANGUS

Vance Burck
oap Lake, WA
Hurne 509/246-0324

NG

THE COWBOT BFIRIT GF AMERICA'S CUTEBACK

TOUGH TALK. AGONIZING BEAUTY. REAL PEOPLE.

Subsicrithe iy or ask O a FREE sample aopry of award-wiieing RANGE!
Oy S 15 per year for 4 (ssues (reg. $19.95),
106 E. ADAMS, STE. 201, CARSCN CITY, MV 80708

FTE-884-2300 w FAX: T75-BB4-2213
CiETArgaMBgETnG. SOl m W AN BRLZINE. COm

e CUR OM FEEDER

Fi

We Manage Cattle
From Start to Finish.

JEFF CURTIS, OWNER  BOB LUNDGREN, GM
(509) 539-2114  (509) 366-6080
PH (509) 234-0185 rax (509) 234-0186
640 Warchouse Lane ® Connell, WA 99326

Ritzville Angus

Bob Schoessler and Family

PO Box 154
1601 N Bauman Rd
Ritzville WA 99169
509-659-1057
schoess@centurytel.net
www.ritzvilleangusranch.com

(WWW.CURTISFEEDLOT.COM 'q_
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Update on HB 1922

| hope the winter is treating you very well. | vi@ah to give you all just a
brief update on HB 1922 which Heather Hansen, Ciddyshall, and myself testified
on yesterday (February #32011) along with Taj Wilkerson, a commercial \zéi
safety master police officer from the City of Libet ake. Taj was also accompanied
by Corporal Bob Sola from the Spokane County Steedffice, and several other of-
ficers including the Washington State patrol.

| testified first, giving a brief description dfi¢ history of the Canadian cattle
dilemma, how our herd has dwindled down from 476,68ad to under 200,000 head,
and the risks we face with keeping diseased daim# of our state. | educated the
hearing room regarding the quantity of cattle cagraaross our border into Washing-
ton state every year. (Nearly 1 million head ie kst two years).

The room was informed that Spokane County Cattfeara Cattle Produc-
ers of Washington members started to receive pbalteregarding cattle trucks com-
ing through their neighborhoods and specificallsotiygh school zones. The commu-
nities were informed these were not U.S. cattlekisu but rather Canadian cattle
trucks.

The hearing room learned that there is not a outeav in place that would
keep these trucks from jumping off 1-90 onto aetestreets to avoid going through
our port of entry. They do this because they amrweight, over hours on their log
books, and lastly to avoid animal health inspeation

The state of Washington is currently building arigt new 15 million dollar
port of entry and we would like for it to be useslits intent. Officer Taj Wilkerson
testified regarding the damage to the secondamysrdaat is occurring, because these
roads are not designed for trucks weighing 105 @fhds.

In closing, | testified that Canadian trucks om@&dian tires, with Canadian
drivers burning Canadian fuel, hauling Canadigtieea. Should we make it any easi-
er for them—Ilike letting them bypass our scalear tg our roads, and lastly present
huge hazards to our school zones and public safety.

This bill appears to have a lot of legs, and hkhit will continue to move
forward. There was only one representative that evasthe hearing committee that
will have a problem with it, Rep. Morris from th6"4District, home of Schenk Pack-
aging who buys Canadian Cattle. Imagine that.

Happy trails!



NEWS FROM LEGISLATIVE NEWS
LEONARD E. ELDRIDGE,

DVM HB 1109—Concerning legislative review of gray wolinservatio
WASHINGTON STATE and management.
VETERINARIAN Mar. 4th—scheduled for public hearing in the House
Committee on Ag & Natural Resources at 8:00 a.m.
Trichomoniasis (Subject to change)
| recently traveled to Tonasket to talk to theaaoattlemen abouBovine
trichomoniasis (Trich) Some of the cattlemen had questions and concegasding REMINDER!!
methods of diagnosing and eliminating the disease. CPoW memberships were due January 1st
| conducted rulemaking in 2008 to eliminate inéetbulls from entering the

state by requiring a Trich test. | conducted add#l rulemaking in 2010 to address
the disease when it was diagnosed in herds witterstate. At the meeting | received )
comments that additional rules and regulations lshba put into place requiring all Stevens County Bl kA%'& Heif

bulls in an area, where there is identified infectibe tested yearly. | do not believe in RitzvilIeaZngLngl;zsan(l:JhS—Bobelsecrr?oessler
writing rules that cannot be enforced and WSDA damshave the resources to enforce 509-659-1057/509-660-3117
testing of all bulls in an infected area. | knowerd are animal health and livestock in-

spection rules that are violated daily; so is theesl limit. There are consequences
when caught speeding or breaking animal health laedtock inspection laws. |

Cattlemens
Zssociation (iD) Corey F. Brock

MHZCO00 uZndnHn

would echo County Commissioner Jim Detro’'s commevtien he said; first there is

no money to enforce such requirements that alkhiollan area be tested either at the
state or county level and secondly it is bettertfier local cattlemen to get together and =
govern themselves. | will listen to the industrydasonduct additional rule making if

Brock, Carpenter, McGuire & DeWulf, P.S.

Attorney at Law

Serving Farm & Ranch Families In All Aspects Of The Farming Operations

Scott Nielsen

there is popular support, however; the local autiesrand cattle industry will need to -, ereae or pdaeyour i e oday -

monitor and assist in enforcement. _ _ Home (509)-738-2607 phone (509) 622-4707
Tritrichomonas foetus is a sexually transmittethpgen (protozoan) associat- Cell (509)-675-2608 chrack@bcmlaw.com

ed with reduced fertility and abortions in cowsicliris one of the most economically Main O Eastern Washinglon & Oregon e

devastating diseases that a cow-calf herd cantgstcaused by a protozoan and is a

long-standing endemic disease in the western statdsthe rate of diagnosis has in- Northwest Commodities

creased in recent years. It is an in-apparenttioie in bulls and once infected the bull Jason W. Ludeman

becomes a life-time “carrier”. Trich causes “tengrgrinfertility” and abortion in cows Broker & Agent

and _heifers; however, unlike the bull it is a “sétfiting” disease and will clear infec- ~ Cell: (509) 863-7727

tion in 2-6 months in most cows. It is estimateat .05-0.1% (1 out of 1,000 — 2,000) Jason.lggirg];]ne@\?vrzan.com

females may continue to be a “carrier” and thedtifée is more commonly a problem Livestock & Feed
among beef cattle herds. . . . . . Price Risk Protection

We expect a trend of increased diagnosis to coetiue to recognition of T. ANALYSIS-STRATEGY-RESULTS
foetus as a major problem in beef cattle in manyest thus leading to a screening re-

quirement before moving bulls into neighboring staastures on pasture permits or for
import or export in Washington. It is importantitecrease awareness of the PCR test
among clients and veterinarians. | want to remhneht that during cold weather, it is
important to collect the sample, inoculate the medisuch as In-Pouch TF (Trich-
Pouch®), and send the sample as soon as possibtecaflection to the laboratory, o
paying special attention to prevent freezing orrdweating of the sample during ship- Yo e
ment. Freezing or excessive heat will destroy tpens increasing the difficulty for 50510335672
detection by the test, especially when presentim mumbers. Note: Washington re-

quirements are the sample needs to reach the tabpithin 48 hours.

...continued on next page



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Trinity Farms Bull Sale - _Mar. 5th

Youth heifer/bull judging contest,
Okanogan Livestock Market—Mar. 9th

Sunny Okanogan Ranch Sale - March 10th

Cattle Producers of Washington - General Meeting
Thursday, Koala Street Inn, Omak, 5:00 p.m. —M@ath1

Youth judging contest, JR Ranch—Mar. 17th,
JR Ranch Sale—Mar. 19th

Lautenschlager Red Angus sell @ Bonina, Eltopia-Mard

Signs of infection in a herd are:

— Repeat breeding (due to temporary infertility)

Extended calving season (late calves)

Early abortion (too early to find fetus) (>50%)
Occasional late-term abortions (<5%)

High % of open cows at pregnancy check (30-50%)
Pyometra (pus-filled uterus) in 1-5% of cows
Reduction in number of calves born by 30-50%
Less uniform calf crops strung out over 3-8 rhent

The economic impact of increased veterinary expeasid the costs of cull-

ing and obtaining subsequent replacements, therémlvealving rate, and the cost of
feeding an open cow for the winter, only to find she is not going to have a calf,
has caused many cattlemen to go out of busineg®rdlly, it is estimated that the
loss approaches $650 million annually and a rednatf income in a herd with Trich
by 22-37%.

Trich can be controlled by:

Testingall breeding age bulls before the breeding season.
Using young virgin bulls — consider culling lmuireater than

4 years of age (due to preputighbtdevelopment).
Pregnancy check cows/heifers and open animals.
Using separate breeding groups — heifers vsscolarly calving cows vs.
late calving cows if late calving cows are kept.
Maintaining a “closed herd” — All new bulls shdbe tested before entering
a herd. Do not purchase culled adult cows or bulls not rent or loan any
breeding animals.
Using_Artificial Insemination, if practical — si@r for dairies than beef cattle
operations.
Use vaccine in high risk situations where thisr@ommingling of cattle herds.
Comply with Trich Regulatory Programs.
Good fences make good neighbors!!

Test your Bulls

I am routinely asked why test the rest of the ballsecond time if you find a positive
bull on the first test and the remainder testechtieg the first test. The answer is the
percentages of identifying an infected bull inceeasth additional testing; first test -

80%, second test - 96% and third test - 99%.

Washington State Requirements —
— Test all bulls over 1 year of age when entethrgstate.

— There are no requirements on in-state movemergp a haul slip
for ownership, and a livestock inspection at chasfg@wvnership.
— Bulls in the slaughter pen at a sales yard nesst before selling
back into production.
— If there is a positive herd test for Trich oniastate herd:
— The herd will be quarantined pending an epidéogioal
investigation.
— Positive bulls are S-branded and sold for slgergh
...continued on next page



— Quarantine is removed — after a second neggfRER test
of all the remaining bulls after the positive bulise re-
moved.

— Open cows from an infected herd must be idexatifind sold
to slaughter only.

— Information that cattle have tested positive floe disease
may be supplied to county extension agents, adecbdet-
erinarians, and industry representatives. The deeat
may also publish information on the counties thatehin-
fected herds.

— Samples must arrive at the laboratory withirhé8rs.

Trich has been diagnosed in three Okanogan Caanthes in the last three
months.

My Dilemma

| never ceased to be amazed that regardless ofhlaodvl try to stay out of
trouble, | end up every once in a while in troubith someone or a group of people. |
found over the years that most of the time the smuof the problem is lack of commu-
nication. However, there seems to be a little ntbam communication to my problem
today and how I got in trouble with my fellow veaterians.

| thought back to a time when | was a young vetaian and | would watch a
livestock inspector work his magic reading brandd eany times for the life of me |
could not determine that the image was a wrenctm@might rib or a CA on the left hip
or a climbing arrow on the right hip and so on.eByvonce in a while when times were
slow | would ask the inspector to show me how ttetermined the identification of a
brand and they would clip the area or put watethenarea and sure enough, there the
image would be. | finally determined that readimgnds was like everything else; one
had to do it a lot to get good at it. Back in thee 90s when WSDA determined that
due to lack of WSDA staff and funding, veterinasarould be trained and certified to
perform livestock inspections, especially in outtyiareas. Veterinarians could take
WSDA training and perform the service of inspectlivgstock, proving ownership,
and issuing an inspection certificate at the same when they were examining a cow
or horse for health and issuing a certificate dékieary inspection. This seemed like a
really good idea and several of my fellow veteriaas in my area on the east side of
the state became certified livestock inspectorpersonally had seen enough theft and
arguments over ownership of a cow or horse thsi ffidid not want to be in the middle
of a dispute between two clients and secondly mmyigdion for livestock inspectors
and their ability to read brands that | had no cMmat that image was on the hip of a
horse or the shoulder of a cow told me that | bésk to veterinary medicine.

So now we fast forward to 2004 when | was priviktge be selected as
Washington'’s state veterinarian, and the job sacluded supervision of the Livestock
Inspection Program. Each month there would beaekstf papers on my desk telling
my about mistakes that certified veterinarians waeking when performing livestock
inspections. The most frequent error was not pigwawnership when writing a certifi-
cate. In 2004 and 2005, | tried to call each weéeian to explain the issue and to go
over it with them and then had staff go throughphecess on how to do it right. By
2006, there got to be so many errors that | haffl stenpose a letter explaining the
issue and the process that was needed to tdmeeproblem. By 2008, legal advice
told me in no uncertain terms that | neededintba solution to the issue of not pro-

...continued on next page

cause other projects failed to raise the privatecimand had to send it back. We can
do better. If you or someone you know is a poténtigestor, contact the Steering
Committee and we’'ll pay him/her a call.

Intent to develop value-added products: CERB looks for new job creation in addi-
tion to a viable business plan. Our plan will ceeab jobs in the short term, and has
the potential for more in the long term as volumeréases and/or value-added pro-
cessing lines are added to the economy. For exadphe Doe’s Country Goat Sau-
sage would be an example of a future value-addedugt that depends on having a
small to mid-size producer controlled USDA slaugtigeility available. Other kinds
of value-added products might include All NaturaaRy Cool Dog Treats for Dis-
cerning Dog Owners, Crazy Good Corned Beef, Pofdtak Smoked Ham, etc. You
get the idea. If you have an idea, we’ll help yountit into a letter of support.

The plan is built around a maximum capacity of 2ad per day with single shift. Fi-
nancial model assumes a slow ramp up over 6 mdatresach 75% capacity, with an
annual volume of about 5000 head of cattle or exjeit sheep/goat/hog processing.
Start planning for next year’s production, if wet ge‘go” on March 17, we should be
in operation in April, 2012!

Contact me atsuelani@centurylink.net or any of the other Steering Committee
members (Wade King, Willard Wolfe, Ed Gross, Joel lesby) with questions or
comments. Templates for letters of intent for sendges, investment and value add-
ed products will be available as a guide. We neeayr responses by no later than
March 15" in order to incorporate them into the presentation




CPoW Livestock Processors Co-op — Update/By Sue LiaMadsen
The CPoW Slaughterhouse Steering Committee has Wegdng hard over the last
five months. We are only one step away from havheg funding in place to sign a
lease and build our very own CPoW controlled slaaidtouse facility!
What We've Accomplished

Identified Funding Source: Odessa Public Development Authority (PDA) has

good track record with the Community Economic Radidation Board
(CERB), and CERB has $2.2 million in low to zerterest financing availa-

ble. Deadline for application was January 31, 201 catch — we needed a

professionally written Business Plan to apply.

Developed Business PlanDetailed Business Plan researched and written by a

team of four Whitworth University MBA students famad on the Barr Tech
site, reviewed by the Western Washington Univer§ignter for Economic
Vitality, and rewritten by Steering Committee tacamporate WWU com-

ments and revised site selection. Used financialetiog spreadsheet devel-

oped by Modular Food Systems CFO.

Initial Site Selection: Compared two sites managed by Odessa PDA — Balr Tec

(Fishtrap Exit on 1-90) and Odessa Industrial Ratky 21, 18 miles north of
1-90). Barr Tech is closer to freeway, potentialgenerate power from offal
when digester built, but no timeline for three phaswer installation or di-
gester completion. Odessa Industrial Park hasitdiies at edge of park,
willing work force nearby. Selected Odessa Indaktfiark for CERB appli-
cation.

Form of Business: Decided on ownership of slaughterhouse facilitypboducer
owned co-op, and started first steps to form theWZR.ivestock Processors
Cooperative Association. Articles of Incorporatiane ready to be filed.
Whether we are awarded the CERB loan or not, ¢hikd legal entity that we
need in place to build the plant we've been talkitgut for several years.
We will need interested members to work with theeihg Committee on By
Laws and operating protocols this summer; raise rand and wave if that's
you.

Loan Application: Worked with Odessa PDA on application for $1.2lionil
zero interest loan, loan to be repaid over 20 yedrpayments deferred for
first 5 years. Financial plan requires an addilds600,000 of private equity
investment.

Loan Review: Received notice February ®Zrom CERB that our application
has made the first cut, and we are invited to mtesethe full CERB Board
on March 1¥. The Board will review the application, listendar pitch, and
make a decision that day.

What's Next: The Steering Committee needs your help to makédise presentation
possible on March 17 and to do that we need your support in each @falowing
areas:

Commitment to use the services of the plantNon-binding, but your good faith esti-
mate of numbers of animals annually which you wdikd to send to local USDA

processing for the wholesale or retail market. Wevk the consumer demand is there
for “pasture to plate” traceability of locally breblorn and raised beef, pork, goat and

lamb. How do you see yourself filling that demand?

Commitment to invest capital in the plant: Our presentation to CERB for the loan

will be stronger if we submit letters of intent s¥ing as much of the matching capital
Lined up as possible. The reason CERB has $2IBbmiéft in their loan fund is be-
...continued on next page

ving ownership because if the cow or horse wasstol there was a dispute, the
department as the third party verifier would bealbgresponsible for resolving the
issues. | also remembered the experience yeansebwhen | identified a bull on a
CVI that was destined to Canada. Somehow thepuliéd this ear tag out on the
trip to the Canadian border leaving a bloody eartlie inspecting veterinarian at
the border to prove the bull's identification. @ftdriving 300 miles to personally
identify the bull so he could proceed to Canadaas told that if | had recorded the
livestock inspection certificate to identify thellpdhe authorities would have ac-
cepted that identifier saving me a lot of miles amyl client a lot of trouble. | also
remembered when | was on the board of Veterinarglitiige in Idaho, there was an
issue with equine dentistry where veterinarians ewexamining and floating
teeth. A lay dentist followed-up with an evaluatigpointing out hooks and maloc-
clusions that were not corrected. Instructionewaluating a horse’s mouth and
performing dental services on a horse was provateti a test was conducted. |
think a lot of veterinarians learned from the tastyway, and the veterinary profes-
sion as a whole got much better at understandimgrse’s mouth and performing a
valuable service to the horses they worked on arhleir clients.

I wrestled with how to resolve the present issafote me and had many
meetings with staff on options to correct the peofid. Finally in 2010, we rea-
soned that it had been several years since sorntteeofeterinarians had received
training and also when | talked to some of the ¥keéy assured me that they felt
they had never been required to prove ownershipdrprevious training. | checked
with staff and they assured me that the informatiad been provided for the need
to prove ownership before writing an inspectiortiieate. After evaluating all the
information we decided to provide refresher tragnom how to perform livestock
inspections for veterinarians that wished to reth@ir certification. It seemed rea-
sonable to me that a proficiency test should balgcted that required them to ex-
ercise the necessary activities needed to proveship, before writing a livestock
inspection. So here is where | am in trouble witany of my friends and col-
leagues. The test wasn't easy and | started gettilis from veterinarians asking
me if | was trying to eliminate their ability to erm livestock inspections. | as-
sured each of them | was not. | read through éfresher presentation on my own
and took the test myself. | started reading tresgntation at 4:30 in the afternoon
and finished the test at 7:00 that evening. | nmeltyou even though it was an
open book test, it required me to think and it vitedesigned to be easy. However,
it did make me go through the process of provingenship several different ways.
So now my task is to fix the dilemma created bingyto fix the original issue. The
Livestock Inspection Program has scheduled a numbéainings throughout the
calendar year for veterinarians interested in radimg their certification or for
new veterinarians who would like to begin offerititjs service to their clients
(http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Livestock/2011Veternii@CertTraining.aspx
Our intent is not to create hardships for the wieé&y community, but to ensure all
are of the same understanding when proving ownerst®reservation of livestock
ownership is essential in providing Washingtondieek producers with asset pro-
tection, maintaining the integrity of our cattledahorse populations, and assisting
animal health in animal disease traceability. bimell you we still have work to do
as | have 6 additional notifications where vetaibras have not proved ownership
before writing a livestock inspection certificatace the first of the year.







