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Trail Dust… 
“Your Voice in the Industry”                                        

Cattle Producers of Washington               May  2011               Volume 8 Issue  5 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE  TRAIL DUST ARTICLES 
WILL BE MAY 23rd,  2011 
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Trail Dust is published the first Monday of each month, and is the trade journal of Cattle Pro-
ducers of Washington. To advertise in this targeted publication call 509-659-1909. Rates are: 
Full page $80, half page $50, quarter page $30, business card $10 each by the issue. If advertis-
ing for full year, cost is 10% less. 
 

Official CPoW Mailing Address & Phone #: 
Cattle Producers of Washington, PO Box 2436, Moses Lake, WA  98837 

509/347-6655    cpow@localnet.com    cattleproducersofwa.org 
 

Newsletter: 
Ginger Schoesler, 1588 E Rosenoff Rd, Ritzville, WA  99169 

509/659-1909    gingerj@ritzcom.net   Fax: 509/659-4545 

Cattle Producers of Washington 
Monthly General Meeting 

 
Wednesday, May 11th 

6:00 p.m. /  No host dinner 
7:00 p.m./ Meeting 
Bob’s Café at the Inn 

1807 Kittleson Rd., Moses Lake 

2011 ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS: 
 

PLATINUM 
Range Magazine 

 
GOLD 
Alltech 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
SHB Angus 

Spokane County Cattlemen 
Steven’s County Cattlemen Association 

Sunny Okanogan Angus Ranch 
 

SILVER 
Big R of Yakima & Wenatchee 

Dave Smith Motors 
Elenbaas Co., Inc. 

 
BRONZE 

Dave Smith Motors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lautenschlager & Sons 
Registered 1-A & Commercial 

 
 

RED ANGUS CATTLE 
Carl, Jodi & Scott Lautenschlager 

1251 Cutler-Lautenschlager Rd �� Endicott WA 99125 
509-657-3301 �  carljodi@hotmail.com 

SINCE 1943 
DIAMOND M RANCH 

SELLING 1500 HEREFORDS ANNUALLY 
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The McIrvins 
Laurier, WA  99146 
509/684-4380 

    Winter Headquarters: 
646 Lake Road 

Burbank, WA  99323 
509/545-5676 



 
 Ritzville Angus 

�
�
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Schafer Livestock Company 
Buyers of all classes of livestock every Tuesday 

��/�0��0��0�"�� ��
����1�2�%�!!� ��"��* ��
Licensed & Bonded—Moses Lake 

Office: 509-765-9787 �  Cell: 509-750-1326 �  Home: 509-349-8042 

 

South Devon Breeding will put $$ in your pocket 
Lee & Connie Engelhardt 

8354 Rd 16 NE, Moses Lake  WA  98837 
x-esouthdevon@gcpower.net Phone 509-766-0161 

South Devon Red Cattle 
Registered & Commercial 

 

 

Bob Schoessler and Family 
 

Mike Forman 509-968-4800 
Robb Forman 509-201-0775 
Ellensburg, WA  

www.trinityfarms.info 

Generations of Excellence Sale 
1st Saturday in March 

Angus, SimAngus & Simmental Cattle 

PO Box 154 
1601 N Bauman Rd 
Ritzville  WA  99169 

509-659-1057 
schoess@centurytel.net 

www.ritzvilleangusranch.com 

TRINITY FARMS 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Greg & Jennifer Rathbun 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
Market Driven • Performance Tested • Range Proven 

 
 
 

Cell (509) 539-0538 • Home (509) 762-3930 
Office (509) 762-5499 • Fax (509) 762-5488 
11990 Rd H NE • Moses Lake  WA  98837 

www.rathbunangus.com 

- 

 

 
 DIRECTOR NOTES… 

 Thoughts this month are  from  
Willard Wolf, 

Director, District 3 

  
 Members of Cattle Producers of Washington along with other livestock and 
cattle people located throughout Washington state should be very appreciative of 
many accomplishments made by the Cattle Producers of Washington Association.
 The number one accomplishment on a list of many would be obtaining 
$1,200,000 million of financial capital toward the construction of a federal inspected 
slaughter plant for all species of livestock to be located near Odessa, WA.  The busi-
ness plan for the Cattle Producers of Washington Co-op was developed by Whitworth 
College with inputs from Babbitt Ranches in  AZ, Puget Sound Meat Cooperative, 
Modular Livestock Processing Plants, USDA, consumers and many other inputs from 
within the livestock industry. 
 CPoW Livestock Processors Co-op in now operational for investments.  
Memberships, Common Stock, Class B preferred stock, Class A preferred stock along 
with Associate memberships can be purchased in the very near future. 
 THE PROCESSING PLANT IS ON A FAST TRACK FOR COMPLETION 
WITH THE FINAL PHASES NEEDING THE HELP OF EVERY CPoW MEMBER.  
MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT EVERY LIVESTOCK PRODUCER, BUSINESS 
PERSON, INVESTOR OR POTENTIAL USERS OF THE SLAUGHTERING 
PLANT FROM THE SUPPLY OR CONSUMER SIDE AND ENCOURAGE THEM 
TO BECOME INVOLVED. 
 

*MEMBERS PLEASE DO YOUR PART AND BECOME INVOLVED* 
 

 The need for a smaller USDA inspected plant just became much greater a 
couple of weeks ago with the announcement that the XL Four Star Beef Plant located 
at Nampa, ID is closing.  The XL plant is owned by a Canadian Company and they 
killed mainly slaughter cows and a few fat cattle.  The XL Plant killed a large share of 
slaughter cows produced in Washington state along with lots of Canadian slaughter 
cows.  This closure will force Washington produced slaughter cows to be shipped out 
of the northwest.  The freight cost will be $5 to $10 per hundred which will be reflect-
ed in the price received by our producers.  The CPoW plant will help take up some of 
the market loss for slaughter cows due to the closure of XL and should develop sever-
al new local market outlets.  
 As things proceed toward construction and you or someone you know needs 
information concerning any part of CPoW Livestock Processors Co-op please contact 
Sue Lani Madsen at suelani@centruylink.net  / phone 509-236-2311 or Willard Wolf  
509-994-8051. 

THINK SPRING AND WARM WEATHER 
  



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I guess it is spring, although you really can’t tell it here in the Okanog-
an.  Ground temperature is still way below normal.  The spring grass looks like 
the first of March rather than the first of May.  It’s getting to be the real issue in 
North Central Washington as many of our members’  hay piles are getting ex-
tremely low.  The price of new hay and the old crop are rising because of the 
price of corn, wheat, and barley. 
 On the national level, the GIPSA rule, animal disease traceability, and 
the new rules from the Cattlemen Beef Board are in the forefront.  I am particu-
larly concerned about USDA trying to get language in their national plan that 
would not recognize the hot iron brand as one of the official identification 
tools.  The Stevens County Cattlemen addressed our concerns about this issue 
with our congresswoman Kathy McMorris Rodgers this past week and hopeful-
ly the next time she is in town we can get a meeting with her and voice our real 
concerns.  At the state level our state vet has assured us that the hot iron brand 
will be part of Washington states A.D.T. program. 
 Legislative—At the state level, the budget continues to be on the front 
burner.  I really don’t understand why the Washington state legislature and the 
U.S. Congress don’t understand why we can’t continue to spend more that we 
take in. 
 At the local level, many of the local P.U.D.’s have rate increases 
planned over the next several years that could make irrigation for hay and small 
grain crops in central Washington a thing of the past.  Our next monthly meet-
ing will be dinner at 6:00 p.m. in Moses Lake at Bob’s Restaurant with the 
meeting to follow at 7:00 p.m.  I will be asking for a committee to address this 
very critical issue.  Without an affordable feed base in the state of Washington, 
the cow/calf industry is in trouble. 
 On the happy side, the slaughter cow market continues historically 
strong.  The feeder calf market for the next fall delivery looks good so now it is 
just a matter of controlling your cost. 

 
PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
  

 
The Governor signed HB 1538—Regarding animal health inspections, 
Friday, April 29th.  She vetoed section 5 which created an animal dis-
ease traceability advisory committee and directed the Director of Agri-
culture to from a voluntary advisory committee instead. 

 

Your Voice in the Industry 
Russ Emtman 

President 
509/993-2672 

 

 
The Board is hosting a lunch for an Advisory Group on Tuesday, May 3rd at the Long-
horn Barbeque in Spokane Valley, coinciding with the Junior Livestock Show.  We will 
be testing the draft by-laws regarding governance and membership investment with a 
group of folks invited for their expertise at business development and startups.  We’ll be 
asking them to ask tough questions and share their experience.  A full report will be 
made at the regular CPoW membership meeting on May 11th, with an update in the next 
newsletter.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call any of the Board members. 
 
Submitted by: Sue Lani Madsen (509) 236-2311  /  suelani@centurylink.net 

  
 

For Sale: 
Black Angus Bulls  

Ritzville Angus Ranch—Bob Schoessler  
509-659-1057/509-660-3117 
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Northwest Commodities  
Jason W. Ludeman 

Broker & Agent 
Cell:  (509) 863-7727 

jason.ludeman@gmail.com 
Spokane, WA 

Livestock & Feed 
Price Risk Protection 

ANALYSIS-STRATEGY-RESULTS 



CPoW Livestock Processors Co-op—May Update 
 

The CPoW Livestock Processors Cooperative Association is now officially incorpo-
rated in the State of Washington.  The initial board and officers are as follows: 
 
 Sue Lani Madsen, President 
 Willard Wolf, Vice President 
 Wade King, Treasurer 
 Joel Huesby, Secretary 
 Ed Gross, Board Member 
 
We had to designate officer positions in order to file the Articles of Incorporation and 
figured the Secretary of State wouldn’t accept Border Collie as a title, so here you 
have a goat rancher as first president of the CPoW Co-op.  I will continue to press 
forward to keep us on schedule.  Teresa King volunteered to assist Wade with the 
start-up treasurer duties.  Here’s the timeline: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...continued on next page 

CPoW LP Co-op  

Establish bookkeeping system May 2011 

Bylaws—review & finalize By mid-June 2011 

Investor recruitment May—July 2011 

Loan match secured By September 2011 

Lease negotiated By August 2011 

Land purchased August 2011 

Lease signed September 2011 

Seek/hire plant mgr, key staff September 2011 — February 2012 

Facility Construction 
 

 

Site infrastructure design & bidding July — August 2011 

Site construction September — October 2011 

Facility design & shop drawings August — October 2011 

Modular units manufactured November — March 2012 

Construction/Installation March 2012 

Start up/shake down April 2012 

Full operation May 2012 

Odessa PDA Industrial Park  

Survey & binding site plan filed July — August 2011 

Local permitting completed April — August 2011 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

May 3rd-8th  Spokane Junior Livestock Show  
 

May 8th—Mother’s Day 
 

May 11th—General Meeting, Moses Lake 
 

October 21st—Annual Meeting, Moses Lake 
 

October 22nd—Youth Judging Contest before 
      Mark Ellis’ Sale 

 
  

  
                                      
 
 
                                                                

REMINDER!! 
CPoW memberships were due January 1st 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State agencies working to improve response plans 
 The Department held a Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) working group meet-
ing on March 29th, in response to questions and issues identified at the Cabinet level 
table top requested by Governor Gregoire. The working group was made up of selected 
departments with the task to further the discussion and response efforts in case of an 
outbreak. In this meeting, sub-working groups were established to evaluate the identi-
fied gaps and tribulations with a response and work in collaboration to find solutions. 
Sub-working groups were identified for the following areas: legal and jurisdictional 
authority, coordination with county, state, federal and tribal representatives, companion 
animals/domestic livestock/wildlife issues, health and safety, communication issues, 
and logistics and resources. Each sub-working group is comprised of representatives 
from the selected agencies that will play a role in responding to a FMD outbreak.  A 
FMD recovery table top has been proposed for September.  
 
Meetings were held with Dairy industry on product residue and non-ambulatory 
cattle 
 Animal Services, Food Safety and WSU Extension staff conducted three 
meetings (Sunnyside, Chehalis, and Lyndon) for dairy producers and veterinarians to 
address their role in providing safe milk and meat products to US consumers.  Topics 
discussed were: FDA’s new proposed milk testing process, managing drug residue, 
proper treatment protocols to keep drug residue out of the food supply chain and proper 
handling and prevention of non-ambulatory cattle.  Milk and Dairy Beef Residue Pre-
vention and Animal Care manuals were provided to assist producers in their farm man-
agement programs. 40 people participated in the Sunnyside meeting, 15 people partici-
pated in the Chehalis meeting and 30 people participated in the Lynden meeting.  
The Animal Services Division had scheduled these meetings last fall, however, because 
of budget cuts we were unable to move forward. Thanks to Food Safety’s Assistant 
Director Kirk Robinson and Food Safety Program Manager Claudia Coles funding was 
identified. This demonstrates how cooperation among government programs can pro-
vide a necessary service to industry. Based on requests from industry, additional meet-
ings will be planned in the near future. 
 
Animal Well-being 
 I recently attended an animal well-being meeting at WSU that focused on the 
poultry industry. The meeting was organized by the Washington Veterinary Medical 
Association.  The following four individuals presented on animal well-being: 

      * Paul Shapiro, Senior Director of the Humane Society of the United States, 
Factory Farming Campaign and a sponsor of initiative I-1130; 

        * Tim Amlaw, Vice President of the American Humane Certified Farm Ani-
mal Program of the American Humane Association; 

...continued on next page 

NEWS FROM 
LEONARD E. ELDRIDGE, 

DVM 

 *  Greg Satrum, third generation egg farmer and co-owner of Willamette 
 Egg  Farms, President of the NW Poultry Council;�

        * Dr. Ruth Newberry, an ethologist (animal behaviorist) and associate 
professor in Washington State University’s Department of Animal Scienc-
es and WSU’s Center for the Study of Animal Well-being based in the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 

 The presentations were well received and I learned a lot by listening to the 
different views.  
 
Animal Services Enforcement 
 The Animal Health Investigator conducted seven animal health investiga-
tions in the month of March. The cases involved: importation of cattle that did not 
meet requirements, horses imported into Washington without required testing or 
inspection documents, bulls leaving a sales yard without the required Trichomonia-
sis test, sale of sick calves, and assisting the Center for Disease Control with dogs 
entering Washington from Taiwan.  
 
Livestock Inspection Program 
 The Unified Division Information System (UDIS) continues to progress for 
the Livestock Identification program.  The first stages of development for the brand 
recording manager have been completed.  On March 2nd, staff received training and 
has been utilizing UDIS to search for, update, and record brands.  Some issues and 
cosmetic tweaks have been discovered and will be addressed, but overall, the re-
cording manager functions.   
 Internal testing and development continues within other parts of the system 
before UDIS receives final field testing and approval for the Livestock Identifica-
tion program.  On March 23rd, the Washington Cattlemen’s Association held their 
bull sale at the Bonina Ranch in Eltopia, WA.  This provided us with a great oppor-
tunity to test the system utilizing the field components.  Brand Inspector Don Ross 
conducted livestock inspections using our current paper process and Leslie Alexan-
der shadowed using the ruggedized, wireless handheld computer and printer to cap-
ture inspections electronically.  Lynn Briscoe, Kris Budde, and I attended to see the 
interaction between the two systems and to further discussions on animal traceabil-
ity with industry members.  Overall, the testing was successful and provided us with 
insight on the equipment being used, adjustments needed to implement the system, 
and how work processes may need to be changed to utilize the new system. 
 
Federal Cooperative Agreements 
 Our federal cooperative agreement funding ended March 31st.  An exten-
sion was granted for the Notifiable Avian Influenza cooperative agreement through 
August 31, 2011.  Pre-award letters were submitted for the Foreign Animal Disease 
and Swine Health agreements. We anticipate once congress ratifies the budget, this 
federal support will continue at or below the previous funding levels.  At this time, 
USDA is not accepting pre-award letters for Animal Disease Traceability coopera-
tive agreements.  
 Because of the delay in federal funds, the division was forced to lay off 
two data entry staff and temporarily reassign one staff member to provide support to 
the Animal Health and Livestock Inspection programs. 


