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Trail Dust is published the first Monday of each month, and is the trade journal of Cattle Pro-
ducers of Washington. To advertise in this targeted publication call 509-659-1909. Rates are: 
Full page $80, half page $50, quarter page $30, business card $10 each by the issue. If advertis-
ing for full year, cost is 10% less. 
 

Official CPoW Mailing Address & Phone #: 
Cattle Producers of Washington, PO Box 2436, Moses Lake, WA  98837 

509/347-6655    cpow@localnet.com    cattleproducersofwa.org 
 

Newsletter: 
Ginger Schoesler, 1588 E Rosenoff Rd, Ritzville, WA  99169 

509/659-1909    gingerj@ritzcom.net   Fax: 509/659-4545 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Bill McLean, of Coulee City, has been elect-
ed as a delegate to the 128th annual Ameri-
can Angus Association Convention of Dele-
gates.  The convention will be held Novem-
ber 14th in Louisville, Ky.  Bill is among 
332 Angus breeders elected by other state 
members to serve at the annual meeting 
where they will take part in the association’s 
business meeting and elect new officers & 
five directors to the board.  
 

   CONGRATULATIONS!    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cattle Producers of Washington 
Annual  Meeting 

 
Friday, October 21st, 2011 

  
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Pillar Rock Grill 
1373 Rd F.2 N.E., Moses Lake, WA 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lautenschlager & Sons 
Registered 1-A & Commercial 

 
 

RED ANGUS CATTLE 
Carl, Jodi & Scott Lautenschlager 

1251 Cutler-Lautenschlager Rd 1�Endicott WA 99125 
509-657-3301 1 carljodi@hotmail.com 

SINCE 1943 
DIAMOND M RANCH 

SELLING 1500 HEREFORDS ANNUALLY 
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The McIrvins 
Laurier, WA  99146 
509/684-4380 

    Winter Headquarters: 
646 Lake Road 

Burbank, WA  99323 
509/545-5676 



 
 Ritzville Angus 

�
�

�

 
 

Schafer Livestock Company 
Buyers of all classes of livestock every Tuesday 
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Licensed & Bonded—Moses Lake 

Office: 509-765-9787 1 Cell: 509-750-1326 1 Home: 509-349-8042 

 

South Devon Breeding will put $$ in your pocket 
Lee & Connie Engelhardt 

8354 Rd 16 NE, Moses Lake  WA  98837 
x-esouthdevon@gcpower.net Phone 509-766-0161 

South Devon Red Cattle 
Registered & Commercial 

 

 

Bob Schoessler and Family 
 

Mike Forman 509-968-4800 
Robb Forman 509-201-0775 
Ellensburg, WA  

www.trinityfarms.info 

Generations of Excellence Sale 
1st Saturday in March 

Angus, SimAngus & Simmental Cattle 

PO Box 154 
1601 N Bauman Rd 
Ritzville  WA  99169 

509-659-1057 
schoess@centurytel.net 

www.ritzvilleangusranch.com 

TRINITY FARMS 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Greg & Jennifer Rathbun 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
Market Driven • Performance Tested • Range Proven 

 
 
 

Cell (509) 539-0538 • Home (509) 762-3930 
Office (509) 762-5499 • Fax (509) 762-5488 
11990 Rd H NE • Moses Lake  WA  98837 

www.rathbunangus.com 

- 

 

 
 DIRECTOR NOTES… 

 Thoughts this month are  from  
Scott Vejraska,  

Director, District 1 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

October 6th—Wash. Dept. of Fish & Wildlife special 
meeting to discuss the WDFW recommended Wolf Con-

servation & Management Plan. 
10 a.m., Olympia, Natural Resources Building, Rm. 172 

 
October 17th/18th—Riparian grazing & water quality 

workshop, Colfax 
 

October 21st—Annual Meeting,  Moses Lake 
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Pillar Rock Grill, Moses Lake 

Dave McClure, evening entertainment! 
 

November 3rd—Rathbun Angus Ranch, 
19th Annual Bull & Female Sale 

 
  

Ben Fisher visits the Sunny Okanogan Angus Ranch 
 Over two years ago while on our trip to legislative days in Olympia, 
Nate Hair and I met young Ben Fisher in the cafeteria .  Ever since that day 
he has wanted to visit the ranch.  During the first week of September  he was 
able to come visit us.  (For those of you who don’t remember Ben, he is a 
young man  with disabilities.)  We spent the whole afternoon checking the 
ranch out.  The smile on his face was priceless.  We played on the cat loader 
and had a look at all of the tractors.  Next he wanted to pet the horses.  I 
caught King who we bought from the King Ranch, and Ben brushed him and 
led him around the pen.  He thought that King was pretty cool and nice.  But I 
would say that his favorite thing was the Polaris Ranger.  We went for a ride 
in it  and then he wanted to drive so I told him “get ‘er done cowboy”.  He 
drove it around for at least two hours and we even ran out of gas.  I am so 
proud to have had Ben and his family here.   Guys:  to Ben, what we do for a 
living, is like we hung the moon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                  
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 Fall has arrived and here we go again!  Lots of us are riding, weaning 
claves, shipping calves, and trying to get that last bit of hay up before the 
weather really makes a change. 
 It is also annual meeting time for Cattle Producers of Washington.   
This is the time when cattle producers come together and review what we have 
accomplished this past year and make plans for the coming year.  Be sure to 
mark your calendar for October 21st.  It is extremely important to CPoW as an 
organization  to have a good turnout.  We will have an interesting agenda for 
you all day, plus and evening of good food and great entertainment.  This is a 
‘don’t miss’ meeting.   Besides being informative this meeting generates our 
funding for the coming year, so be sure to bring your auction items, both live 
and silent.  Board members need to plan on being there first thing October 21st 
to help set up for the day of activities.  I look forward to seeing you at the annu-
al meeting! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
  

Remember to be thinking  
of ways you can  

help make our annual meeting successful. 
 

Your Voice in the Industry 
Russ Emtman 

President 
509/993-2672 
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Northwest Commodities  
Jason W. Ludeman 

Broker & Agent 
Cell:  (509) 863-7727 

jason.ludeman@gmail.com 
Spokane, WA 

Livestock & Feed 
Price Risk Protection 

ANALYSIS-STRATEGY-RESULTS 

 
 
 
 
       PLEASE BRING YOUR  
           AUCTION ITEMS 
               TO THE ANNUAL MEETING!! 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
  
  
 
 
Fish and Wildlife Commission to discuss wolf management plan 
Olympia– The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission will discuss the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW) recommended Wolf 
Conservation and Management Plan during a special meeting Oct. 6 in Olym-
pia.  The special meeting will be followed by a two-day meeting Oct. 7-8, when 
the commission will receive briefings on issues including the status of north 
coast steelhead stocks and population goals for deer, elk and other ungulates.  
The special meeting, the second of three scheduled on the recommended Wolf 
Conservation and Management Plan and final Environmental Impact State-
ment, will be begin Oct. 6 at 10 a.m. in Room 172 on the first floor of the Natu-
ral Resources Building, 1111 Washington St. S.E.  The commission will meet 
at the same location Oct. 7-8, beginning at 8:30 a.m. both days.  The commis-
sion, which sets policy for WDFW, will accept public comments at designated 
times during both meetings.  Agendas for those meetings are available on the 
commission’s website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/commission/meetings.html.  Dur-
ing the special meeting Oct. 6, the commission will resume its discussion on 
the recommended Wolf Conservation and Management Plan, focusing on 
wolves’ interaction with livestock and ungulates.  The recommended plan, de-
signed to guide state management as wolves re-establish a sustainable breeding 
population in the state, was developed after a scientific peer review and exten-
sive public review that drew nearly 65,000 responses.  The plan, posted online 
at http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/gray_wolf, includes recovery objectives 
that would allow the state to eventually remove wolves from protection lists.  
The commission has scheduled the third of three special meetings on WDFW’s 
recommended plan Nov. 3 in Olympia.  The commission is expected to take 
action on the plan in December. 
***notice received from Washington Cattlemen’s Association, Sept. 25, 2011 via email 
  

IN THE NEWS  

CPoW Livestock Processors Co-op – Update 
 

The update from the CPoW Co-op Board is short and sweet this month.  The 
CERB Board granted our request for an extension of time to raise our cash 
match for the $1.2 million zero interest loan.  Our target for clearing the red 
tape out of the way for issuing Preferred Stock is no later than the October 21st 
annual meeting.  Call if you have any questions.  See you in Moses Lake! 
 
Submitted by: By Sue Lani Madsen (509) 236-2311  suelani@centurylink.net 
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they went, and which ones are exposed; we call it animal disease traceability. 
 Now let’s talk about the cost of an animal disease traceability system in 
Washington.  As long as a cow remains in the state the cost will be 40 cents, one 
time, during the time you own that cow. When cattle leave the state on a grazing per-
mit or a dairy heifer feeding certificate of veterinary inspection, and then returns to 
the state, the 40 cents will be refunded, so one still only pays 40 cents one time while 
owning the cow.  We spend many times that much over the life time of the cow on 
animal health products and preventative medicine keeping cattle healthy so they are 
profitable. If we are unable to perform the traceability necessary to do early identifi-
cation and quick containment our state and country will become an economic disaster 
just as we have watched FMD in other countries become an economic disaster.  
 The animal disease traceability system will aid in all disease outbreaks. Just 
look at what BSE did to the cattle industry and all because Washington could not find 
cattle that entered the state from Canada that ate the same feed in Canada. Tuberculo-
sis and Brucellosis was costly in Washington in years past and is still costly today to 
states that are dealing with these diseases. There will never be a 100% guarantee; 
however, for less than the price of one cup of coffee, one time in the ownership of a 
cow (if the cow does not leave the state) we can purchase insurance that will provide 
additional protection by facilitating animal disease traceability in Washington. 
  
Brucellosis 
I received information that the USDA is reducing the brucellosis slaughter surveil-
lance in Washington to just one slaughter plant. This eliminates all financial support 
for our regulatory laboratory at the Washington Animal Disease Diagnostic Labora-
tory and they are recommending we stop vaccination for brucellosis. I believe this 
increases the risk to Washington when we know we receive a significant number of 
breeding cattle from the Greater Yellowstone Area states (GYA) where brucellosis 
exists in wildlife. Another herd of cattle was identified as infected this last week in 
Montana. We must continue brucellosis vaccination of our female cattle and continue 
slaughter surveillance at all plants if we are to continue receiving cattle from the 
GYA states. I will be listening to the cattle industry at fall meetings on suggested 
options on how we can minimize our risk of another resurgence of Brucellosis such 
as happened in the nineteen seventies and eighties.     

Riparian Grazing & Water Quality Workshop 
This is a very important workshop that will bring  excellent 
information and get everyone together on grazing & water 
quality.  Lunches will be included both days.  The workshop 
will be held on October 17th and 18th in Colfax.  The after-
noon field portions will be held at McIntosh Angus Ranch.  
There will be excellent training from the National Riparian 
Service Team.  Please inform me of your attendance.  Pay-
ment will be accepted at the door or make check payable to:  
Kittitas County Extension, 507 N Nanum St., Ste 2, El-
lensburg, WA  98926.  Register at 509/962-7507. 
Steve Van Vleet, PhD 
WSU—Whitman County Extension/Ag & Nat. Resources 
310 N. Main, Room 209, Colfax, WA  99111 
509/397-6290—svanvleet@wsu.edu 



NEWS FROM 
LEONARD E. ELDRIDGE, 

DVM 
WASHINGTON STATE  

VETERINARIAN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal Disease Traceability 
 On April 29, 2011, the Governor signed SHB 1538, an Act relating to animal 
health inspections, which amended RCW 16.36 and 16.57. The Act directs the depart-
ment to, adopt by rule, designations of when animal health documents, livestock in-
spection certificates, and certificates of permit or other transportation documents re-
quire a physical address for the animal’s destination. The Animal Health and Livestock 
Inspection programs are proposing rulemaking to align their rules with the adopted 
legislation. Proposed amendments designate when documents must identify a physical 
address of a destination, when animals must be delivered or transported to the physical 
address stated, and establishes penalties for physical address and diversion violations. 
 SHB 1538 also authorizes the department to adopt by rule a per head fee on 
cattle to administer animal disease traceability activities for cattle. In response, the An-
imal Identification program is proposing rulemaking to adopt a new chapter; Chapter 
16-29 WAC Animal Disease Traceability. The purpose of this chapter is to allow the 
department to assess a forty cent per head fee on all cattle sold or slaughtered in the 
state or transported out of state except for;  

a) Cattle moving interstate for grazing purposes and return per WAC 16-86-017; 
 and  

b) Female dairy cattle moving interstate for feeding purposes and return. 
 

 The question becomes whether Washington State needs animal disease tracea-
bility and what is the cost of having it and not having it?  To answer this question, I 
would pose the issues around just one of the multitude of animal diseases I worry 
about.   If one animal is infected with Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) on a ranch, the 
virus is so contagious that all cloven hoofed animals on that ranch must be depopulated 
because they all will become infected with the disease. The philosophy that, I got my 
herd and leave me alone because it won’t affect me and I am safe, is not reality in to-
day’s world. On this year’s anniversary of 9-11, our U.S. officials were concerned 
about terrorists putting bombs in cars and planning to blow them up in a crowded area. 
To bomb an individual must have the ability to obtain the explosives and have the sav-
vy to cause them to explode effectively. To spread FMD, one does not need personal 
protective equipment or special weaponization of the agent, or the savvy to make 
something work. All that is needed is to have a vial of FMD in ones shaving kit, 
transport it into the United States in a less than 3 ounce container, dump it in a feed 
bunk, and because of the virulent nature of the FMD virus, it will spread naturally. This 
tells us that it is not if  FMD will happen in the United States, it is when it will hap-
pen.  The cost of not having traceability that facilitates early identification and quick 
containment will be billions to our cattle industry and affect us all. We are all in this 
together.  
 WSDA has written proposed rules and now needs your participation to devel-
op or reject a preventive response system for Washington. The most important part of 
that system is being able to quickly determine where our animals came from, where 
           ...continued on next page 
  

2011 ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS: 
PLATINUM 

LarsenAllen 
Range Magazine 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
 

GOLD 
Alltech 

Boehringer Ingelheim 
Central Machinery Sales, Inc. 

Corey F. Brock, Attorney at Law 
JR Ranch 

SHB Angus 
Spokane County Cattlemen 

Steven’s County Cattlemen Association 
Stockland Livestock Auction 

Sunny Okanogan Angus Ranch 
Toppenish Livestock Commission 

 

SILVER 
Big R of Yakima & Wenatchee                        Les Schwab Tire Centers                                 
C Arrow Images—Clint Green                         Norbrook Inc. 
Cargill Animal Nutrition/Nutrena                     Pfizer Animal Health 
CHS Nutrition                                                   Pitchwood Products 
Davenport Veterinary Clinic                             Schafer Livestock, LLC 
Elenbaas Co., Inc.  Skone Irrigation, Inc. 
Frank Gurney, Inc.                                            Tomsen Insurance, Inc. 
Healing Hooves, LLC                                       ZINPRO Performance Minerals 

 

BRONZE 
Big R of Spokane, Mead,                               Medi-Dart, Inc./Beavertail Rustic  
   Moses Lake & Colville                               N.C. Machinery 
Cascade Animal Care Products                      Omak Feed & Supply 
Chehalis Livestock Market                            Performance/Provender 
Crossroads Cattle Company    Red Bull Ranch 
Dave Smith Motors                          Rite in the Rain 
Elanco Animal Health   Sackmann Cattle Co. 
Everson Livestock Market 1, LLC  SunShare Energy 
Green Ranches    Toni Meacham, Attny at Law 
Lawrence Oil Co. Inc.   Total Scale Service 
Lextron Animal Health   Washington Ag in the Classroom  
Marv Edgemon Feed Service  Wheatland Bank 




