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DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER  TRAIL DUST ARTICLES 
WILL BE SEPTEMBER 23rd,  2011 

 
CPoW Livestock Processors Co-op – Update 

 
 No way to sugar coat it, we’ve slipped behind schedule. It’s not due to 
lack of trying but to a paperwork blizzard related to getting financing lined up to 
match the CERB loan by September 15th. Before accepting investments for Pre-
ferred Stock, we have a few more hoops to jump through to be sure we aren’t side-
ways with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and the CPoW Co-op 
Board isn’t personally liable to investors. 
 We are working with attorney(s) on the right forms to confirm we are 
soliciting funds from Accredited Investors, a term “used by the SEC under Regu-
lation D to refer to investors who are financially sophisticated and have a reduced 
need for the protection provided by certain government filings” (quoting from the 
website www.investopedia.com). The rules for limited private offerings were 
changed in 2010-2011 by the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Pro-
tection Act. One form is 21 pages of disclaimers that has to accompany the invest-
ment circular.  We’ll get there, but not by September 15th. 
 The CPoW Livestock Processors Co-op is not the first project to have a 
blizzard during its birthing season, and the CERB Board has a policy for accepting 
and granting requests for extensions. We will be requesting a 6 month extension to 
get the matching funds in place. We’re hoping it’s sorted out in 2 months, will 
plan on 4 months, and tacked on another 2 months for just in case. 
 Will this affect our target opening in April 2012? Maybe, but not by 
much. Since the buildings will be modulars  built off site and trucked in, the only 
construction impact should be scheduling site work for early spring instead of late 
fall. The construction schedule will be at the mercy of real blizzards, not paper 
ones. We won’t need attorneys to battle those problems, just old-fashioned hard 
work. 
 What can you do in the meantime? If you’ve already sent in your Com-
mon Stock membership – thank you, now please talk to your friends and neigh-
bors. If you haven’t invested as a Common Stock owning member yet – why not? 
If you have questions, call any of the Board. Increasing Common Stock member-
ship support will be the best way to leverage Preferred Stock investment. 
 
Submitted by: By Sue Lani Madsen (509) 236-2311  suelani@centurylink.net 
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Trail Dust is published the first Monday of each month, and is the trade journal of Cattle Pro-
ducers of Washington. To advertise in this targeted publication call 509-659-1909. Rates are: 
Full page $80, half page $50, quarter page $30, business card $10 each by the issue. If advertis-
ing for full year, cost is 10% less. 
 

Official CPoW Mailing Address & Phone #: 
Cattle Producers of Washington, PO Box 2436, Moses Lake, WA  98837 

509/347-6655    cpow@localnet.com    cattleproducersofwa.org 
 

Newsletter: 
Ginger Schoesler, 1588 E Rosenoff Rd, Ritzville, WA  99169 

509/659-1909    gingerj@ritzcom.net   Fax: 509/659-4545 

Cattle Producers of Washington 
Monthly General Meeting 

 
Wednesday, September 14th 

 
6:00 p.m. /  No host dinner—$9.00 each 

7:00 p.m./ Meeting 
VFW Hall, 107 S. Division St. 

Odessa 

Western Center for Risk Management Education 
 

  On July 1, Shannon Neibergs, Washington State University Asso-
ciate Professor and Extension Economist, was appointed the new director 
of the WSU Extension Western Center for Risk Management Education.  
Shannon succeeds Jon Newkirk who is retiring after 10 years as the Cen-
ter’s Director and 21 years as an Extension Economist.  “Shannon brings a 
good background in Ag Economics and an understanding of risk manage-
ment to the position,” says Newkirk.  “He brings a strong commitment to 
working with producers from small to large farms and ranches.” 
 Dr. Neibergs received his Master’s degree from WSU and his 
Ph.D. from Texas A&M University, with most of his work directed to ap-
plied livestock economics.  He has conducted research and published wide-
ly on dairy farming, cattle management and marketing, agribusiness profit-
ability, Thoroughbred auction markets, and other topics relevant to ag pro-
ducers in the western region of the U.S.  Shannon worked as a WSU Ex-
tension associate in ag economics in the mid-to late 1980’s and returned to 
WSU Extension’s School of Economic Science in 2006 in his current posi-
tion. 
*excerpt from  WSU Extension Newsletter for Western Agricultural Educators, 
August 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lautenschlager & Sons 
Registered 1-A & Commercial 

 
 

RED ANGUS CATTLE 
Carl, Jodi & Scott Lautenschlager 

1251 Cutler-Lautenschlager Rd �� Endicott WA 99125 
509-657-3301 �  carljodi@hotmail.com 

SINCE 1943 
DIAMOND M RANCH 

SELLING 1500 HEREFORDS ANNUALLY 
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The McIrvins 
Laurier, WA  99146 
509/684-4380 

    Winter Headquarters: 
646 Lake Road 

Burbank, WA  99323 
509/545-5676 



 
 Ritzville Angus 
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Schafer Livestock Company 
Buyers of all classes of livestock every Tuesday 
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Licensed & Bonded—Moses Lake 

Office: 509-765-9787 �  Cell: 509-750-1326 �  Home: 509-349-8042 

 

South Devon Breeding will put $$ in your pocket 
Lee & Connie Engelhardt 

8354 Rd 16 NE, Moses Lake  WA  98837 
x-esouthdevon@gcpower.net Phone 509-766-0161 

South Devon Red Cattle 
Registered & Commercial 

 

 

Bob Schoessler and Family 
 

Mike Forman 509-968-4800 
Robb Forman 509-201-0775 
Ellensburg, WA  

www.trinityfarms.info 

Generations of Excellence Sale 
1st Saturday in March 

Angus, SimAngus & Simmental Cattle 

PO Box 154 
1601 N Bauman Rd 
Ritzville  WA  99169 

509-659-1057 
schoess@centurytel.net 

www.ritzvilleangusranch.com 

TRINITY FARMS 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Greg & Jennifer Rathbun 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
Market Driven • Performance Tested • Range Proven 

 
 
 

Cell (509) 539-0538 • Home (509) 762-3930 
Office (509) 762-5499 • Fax (509) 762-5488 
11990 Rd H NE • Moses Lake  WA  98837 

www.rathbunangus.com 

- 

 

 
 DIRECTOR NOTES… 

 Thoughts this month are  from  
Monte McPeak, 
Vice President 

  I don’t know where the summer has gone.  It seems like we 
just hauled cattle home from winter pasture and now we are preparing for 
weaning.  I’d like to thank Ed Gross and SHB (Spokane Hutterian Brethren) 
for hosting the  Spokane County Cattlemen’s summer picnic and tour.  We 
loaded up on a school bus, with Ed at the wheel, and drove around their farm-
ing operation for several hours.  It was very interesting—I had no idea there 
was so much corn grown up in that area.  Thanks again to the Spokane Hut-
terian Brethren for their hospitality. 
 In north Idaho the father of six children shot a grizzly bear that was 
near his home.  He has been charged with a felony for violating the endan-
gered species act.  I heard it was one of three bears that was there and I feel he 
was within his rights to protect his family.  Almost any one of us could be in 
his shoes.  Where has common sense gone?  We should throw our support be-
hind this man. 
 Cattle Producers of Washington annual meeting is on October 21, 
2011 in Moses Lake.  Please plan to be there! 
           
 
 
¨ U.S. Dept. of Transportation Reinforces Commitment to No New Regulations for 

America’s Agricultural Community 
¨ CPoW,  along with 48 other organizations, signed onto a letter to Secretary Vil-

sack in support of an extension to the comment period for the animal ID rule. 
¨ In July the Dept. of Justice responded to  R-CALF’s letter of Feb. 3, regarding  

concerns about the use of checkoff funds by the NCBA, stating that they must 
defer to the USDA on this issue.  They note that USDA responded to R-CALF by 
letter dated March 23, 2011.  The USDA is waiting for the conclusion of the on-
going audit of the USDA Office of Inspector General. 

¨ USCA attended the White House Rural Economic Forum, hosted by the White 
House Rural Council in Peosta, Iowa.  President Obama heard from cattle produc-
ers, farmers and small business owners during the sessions to gain an idea of that 
issues are of utmost concern to those in the ag community today. 

¨ The U.S. Dept. of Labor is proposing revisions to child labor regulations that will 
strengthen the safety requirements for young workers employed in ag & related 
fields.  The public is invited to provide comments, which must be received by 
Nov. 1. 

NEWS BRIEFS 



 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
September 8th—Wash. State Beef Commission Meeting, 

Ellensburg, 9:00-4:30 
 

September 14th—General Meeting, Odessa 
 

October 21st—Annual Meeting,  Moses Lake 
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Pillar Rock Grill, Moses Lake 

Dave McClure, evening entertainment! 
 

October 22nd—Youth Judging Contest   
before  Mark Ellis’ Sale 

 

                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 On August 29th  John & Jeff Dawson, L.D. Green and Dave Dashiell 
attended a wolf meeting in  Ellensburg.  Washington Cattlemen’s  Associa-
tion had a good contingent in attendance as well as hunting clubs and general 
local interest.  The Washington State Game Commission asked some good 
questions and put the game department on the spot more than once.  Fifty 
plus people testified with approximately forty  pro-livestock/hunting and ten  
pro-wolf.  There was good press coverage with newspapers and television.  
The Tri-City Herald published an interview with Dave Dashiell. Additionally, 
John Dawson will be interviewed by another paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOLF UPDAT E 

CPoW NEEDS YOUR HELP!! 
 

Sponsors are needed for our annual meeting.    
Sponsorship forms can be found on the CPoW website. 

If a monetary donation is not possible,  
auction items are also welcome. 

 
Remember to be thinking of  items you can  
donate to our auction  & other ways you can  
help make our annual meeting successful. 

 
 

Your Voice in the Industry 
Russ Emtman 

President 
509/993-2672 

 

 Office of the Code Reviser.  I look forward to sharing with you the results of this sur-
vey in future articles and latter this fall at industry meetings. 
 As part of the rule making process, rule hearings will be conducted to collect 
testimony.  These hearings are scheduled to take place in October/November of this 
year. If you would like to be notified when the Animal Services Division proposes a 
change to their rules please contact Jodi Jones by e-mail at jjones@agr.wa.gov or by 
phone at (360) 902-1889. Proposed language and hearing locations will be available on 
our website at http://agr.wa.gov/Lawsrules/.  
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Northwest Commodities  
Jason W. Ludeman 

Broker & Agent 
Cell:  (509) 863-7727 

jason.ludeman@gmail.com 
Spokane, WA 

Livestock & Feed 
Price Risk Protection 

ANALYSIS-STRATEGY-RESULTS 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

 Jade Wentland, 11 years old, won 
Grand Champion at the Washington Junior 
Angus Association’s Jackpot Steer Contest 
held in Moses Lake in July.   
 Jade is the son of Jim and Tereesa 
Wentland of Moses Lake and grandson of 
CPoW Youth Director, Jim Wentland.  This 
was his first time showing a steer. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 



develop animal identification methods and systems to provide animal disease tracea-
bility (ADT) have been underway for several years, issues such as data confidentiali-
ty, system costs, a lack of understanding of device and reader technology and lack of 
standardization has led to industry and producer frustration.  Producers requested that 
USDA allow traceability and databases to be developed and maintained at the state 
level, allow identification flexibility for species that suit the current practices and 
work within the current animal health documentation state veterinarians received 
from private practitioners and testing laboratories but allow for flexibility to adapt/
upgrade to current and new technologies.   
 On February 5, 2010, a new flexible framework for ADT was established. 
This framework only applies to animals moved in interstate commerce and must be 
administered by state and tribal nations.  USDA pointed out they can only regulate 
interstate movements and will not require traceability for animals moving within a 
state.  Each state and tribe would have to develop their own methods for ADT and on 
March 31, 2011, USDA ceased all state funding support under the National Animal 
Identification System. 
 One of my concerns was USDA removed hot iron brand from the definition 
of official identification in the Code of Federal Regulations. I approached our cattle 
industry asking them for assistance to help me develop a funding mechanism to sup-
port ADT; to keep an industry requested traceability system at the state level. This 
system would allow Washington to utilize the existing information including that pro-
vided by the Livestock Identification Program to facilitate traceability requirements 
within the state and movements between two states and or tribes when two states or 
tribes agree.   
 The cattle industry introduced legislation to support ADT in the form of 
SHB 1538, which passed and became effective July 22, 2011. SHB 1538 authorizes 
the director to adopt by rule, an ADT fee (up to $.40) on cattle sold, harvested, or 
transported out of state to fund ADT activities.  
 There have been many questions related to the Small Business Economic 
Impact Survey that producers received. 
 One of the rulemaking requirements is to conduct a Small Business Econom-
ic Impact Statement. This requirement is mandated under Washington’s Regulatory 
Fairness Act. The act requires an analysis of the economic impact proposed rules will 
have on businesses.    
 There are specific questions to ask to gather this information that includes 
comparing costs for small businesses with costs for large businesses.  I asked David 
Hecimovich, Animal Identification Program manager, to facilitate the development of 
the small business economic impact survey, compile responses and finalize the small 
business economic impact statement.  The questions on the survey are specific ques-
tions I have to answer in order to complete the economic impact statement. 
 To accurately reach out to producers and businesses for this survey, a request 
to the Department of Revenue for addresses on all the beef, dairy and bovine slaugh-
tering businesses in the state was made.  Addresses from the Food Safety Division on 
their dairy and slaughter establishments were also requested.  David compiled those 
addresses along with our registered brand holders and licensed certified feedlots.  The 
small business economic impact survey was mailed out on August 11 to 6,420 pro-
ducers and businesses in the state requesting them complete the survey and mail it 
back to me by August 25. 
 The next step in this process is for me to compile the returned surveys and 
complete  the small  business economic  impact  statement  that will  be  filed with the  

 ...continued on next page 

CPoW ANNUAL MEETING 
October 21, 2011  9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Pillar Rock Grill, Moses Lake 
Dave McClure—Evening Entertainment 

 
2011 ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS: 

PLATINUM 
Range Magazine 

 
GOLD 
Alltech 

Boehringer Ingelheim 
Central Machinery Sales, Inc. 

Corey F. Brock, Attorney at Law 
JR Ranch 

Rathbun Angus Ranch 
SHB Angus 

Spokane County Cattlemen 
Steven’s County Cattlemen Association 

Sunny Okanogan Angus Ranch 
Toppenish Livestock Commission 

 
SILVER 

Big R of Yakima & Wenatchee 
Davenport Veterinary Clinic 

Elenbaas Co., Inc. 
Norbrook, Inc. 

Pfizer Animal Health 
Pitchwood Products 

Schafer Livestock, LLC 
Thomsen Insurance, Inc. 

 
BRONZE 

Big R of Spokane, Mead, Moses Lake & Colville 
Chehalis Livestock Market 

Crossroads Cattle Co. 
Dave Smith Motors 

Everson Livestock Market, LLC 
Lawrence Oil Co. Inc. 

N.C. Machinery 
Red Bull Ranch 
Rite in the Rain 

Sackmann Cattle Co. 
Total Scale Service 

Washington Ag in the Classroom 
Wheatland Bank 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Q-Fever 
 With a recent investigation of Q-fever in goats, the questions were raised of 
what is the risk of drinking unpasteurized milk and why can’t an owner collect samples 
to save money? Unpasteurized milk may carry many animal diseases that are zoonotic 
and cause humans illness. WSDA oversees yearly testing for three of these diseases to 
provide information to a raw milk producer and their client about safety. While this 
yearly testing information determines if there has been recent exposure to these three 
diseases, there is no guarantee that unpasteurized milk products are free of bacteria or 
safe to consume.  ONLY PASTEURIZATION will give the public the assurance that 
the product is safe.  Consumption of raw milk and raw milk products presents inherent 
risk of harmful microorganisms.   
 When WSDA determines who may collect an official test from animals for 
disease diagnostic purposes a chain of custody must be maintained and verified to 
prove to state and federal officials from this state and other states that the test sample is 
from the animal identified as tested. If a test were to be questioned by authorities it is 
important that a third party verifier is able to certify that an animal has been tested and 
not just the owners word that it has been tested.  In order for a sample to be official, 
accredited veterinarians and state and federal officials are the only individuals that may 
collect, identify, and verify as a third party verifier, that a laboratory sample is from the 
identified animal. This verification also protects the producer that testing is accurate 
and conducted on a specific date and time as official. Samples collected by owners will 
not be accepted by USDA/Veterinary Services as official.  
 
Persistently infected cattle 
 A recent article in the United States Animal Health Association News Alert 
Summary noted that Nebraska officials are requiring testing for persistently infect-
ed (PI) cattle for entry into fairs. PI cattle constantly shed the Bovine Virus Diarrhea 
(BVD) virus and are a source of infection to susceptible cattle that return to a ranch 
from fairs or any other collection point where there is co-mingling. This puts these cat-
tle at risk as infected or as a carrier of the disease.  
PI cattle are difficult to detect by clinical examination and testing is the only way 
of identifying these cattle. 
 As a practitioner, I recommended testing for and eliminating PI cattle from a 
herd as a way to prevent a constant exposure of the virus to a herd. I also consider test-
ing to be the first action needed to eliminate the disease from a herd. 
 BVD is endemic in the cattle population of the United States; I believe it to be 
the most costly disease for the cattle industry today.  
 BVD is a viral disease of cattle causing immunosuppressant and results in 
allowing other diseases such as bovine respiratory disease to develop as secondary in-
vaders. The BVD virus is common worldwide and infects cattle of all ages. In addition 
to cattle, the virus infects most even-toed ungulates, including sheep, swine, goats, 
deer, bison, llama, and antelope. 

 ...continued on next page 

NEWS FROM 
LEONARD E. ELDRIDGE, 

DVM 

 Cattle infected with BVD virus usually develop a clinically mild, acute 
disease that is characterized by fever, low white blood cell count, mild depression, 
and transient loss of appetite. A clinically severe, acute disease occurs in cattle in-
fected with some viruses. The clinical signs of severe disease include prolonged 
fever, pronounced depression, rapid respiration, ulceration of the mouth, esophagus, 
and intestines, hemorrhaging, diarrhea, dehydration, and death. The virus replicates 
in lymphoid cells and may suppress their immune function, potentially lowering 
resistance of the host to other infectious agents. Adverse effects on the fetus are 
common following infection of pregnant cattle with bovine viral diarrhea virus in 
some cases producing a PI calf. Embryonic resorption, abortion, stillbirth, and con-
genital anomalies may result when the virus crosses the placenta and infects the 
fetus. A clinically severe disease, termed mucosal disease, occurs only in PI cattle. 
The signs of mucosal disease are fever, low white blood cell count, diarrhea that is 
often bloody, mucosal ulcerations of the alimentary tract, in appetence, and death. 
 Oral or nasal exposure with a virus is the primary mode of transmission of 
acute diseases. PI cattle are important in viral transmission because they shed large 
quantities of virus in their saliva and nasal secretions. Contact with other cattle un-
dergoing an acute infection is another important method of viral transmission. Bit-
ing insects and artificial insemination with semen contaminated with virus have 
been reported to transmit the virus. Because wild ruminants may be infected with 
BVD virus, there is a possibility that disease may spread from farm to farm with 
movement of wildlife. 
 Treatment for BVD primarily is based on supportive care. Prevention of 
disease can be achieved through testing and the use of vaccination. The vaccines 
usually are given first when calves are about 6 months of age. Vaccination is often 
repeated at regular intervals during the life of the animal. Identification and elimina-
tion of PI cattle also is important for control of virus spread and for prevention of 
disease. 
 So here is the question several fairs have asked since reading the article 
about Nebraska. Should Washington fairs put a similar requirement for future fair 
seasons? I must repeat what I said at the start of this article, as a practitioner, I rec-
ommended testing for and eliminating PI cattle from a herd as a way to prevent a 
constant exposure of the virus to a herd and is the first action needed to eliminate 
the disease from a herd.  
 BVD is not a regulatory disease and as such is an animal health issue that 
should be taken up with your fair veterinarian. I fully support testing for PI animals 
where there are co-mingling of cattle that return to the ranch,  however,  any regula-
tion could quickly expand to livestock markets and become an unenforceable re-
quirement. We wrote additional animal health rules on Trichomonasis a few years 
back and quickly found out that the Animal Services Division was tasked with more 
workload that we needed to find funding to perform the additional activities associ-
ated with the rule. In these harsh economic times I am unable to take on additional 
workload without identifying additional funding to support that activity.  
 
Animal DiseaseTraceability-Small Business Economic Impact Statement Sur-
vey 
USDA conducted listening sessions around the country to receive industry feedback 
on how the new animal disease traceability framework should work. One of the 
listening  sessions  was  held in  Pasco on   August 24, 2010.   Although  efforts  to  

...continued on next page 


